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documents if they ever saw the light. We had {| 


salt tax of about twenty cents a bushel in | 
1797-98, when we had a Federal Administration, 
a standing army, and the alien and sedition law; 
but when Mr. Jefferson came into office, he rec- 
ommended thatethe salt tax should be ‘ sup- 

essed,” using the term that is applied to vice. || 

r. B. then read the law repealing that tax, which || 
je said he should make the model of the bill he | 


| 
| 
| 
i] 


was about to introduce. ag 1 

When this tax was put on again, it was puton || 
as a war tax, and he well remembered the saying || 
of the venerable Nathaniel Macon, which was 


asa war tax, it would be hard to get it off as a 
peace tax. Mr. B. said he proposed to offer for | 
the consideration of the Senate a bill which would 
be a copy of the one just read; and here (he said) 
we can put one finger on the hinge on which the | 
whole question turns. It was the fishing bounties || 
on which the salt duty rested, and which had 
kept it in existence to this day. He now gave | 
notice to the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. | 
Davis,} that he would bring up this question, and | 
then enable the gentleman to maintain the posi- 
tion he had taken by him this day, and he might | 
prepare himself for an answer. Before a man 
can get this fishing bounty from the Treasury, he | 
must take an oath that he has paid an equivalent | 

| 





on the salt duty, and it was because these fishing 
bounties would have nothing upon earth to stand 
on, after the duty is repealed, that such great op- 


| position is made to so just and necessary a meas- 


ure. Yet, sir, while the South and West is not 
only taxed, but the whole business is thrown into 
the hands of the regraters to extort what they 
lease, and stint the country, the people of the 
Northeast make money out of it. Mr. B. here | 
made various statements to prove that the coun- | 
try was stinted in the article of salt, and referred | 
to the fact that the pork market at Cincinnati 1 
opened at $6 50, and fell to $4 50 in consequence | 
of the want of salt to cure it, and this, too, while 
pork at New Orleans was selling at twenty-seven | 
dollars. 
Mr. MORRIS said that, in accordance with the | 
suggestion, he was willing to withdraw the mo- | 
| 

{ 


| 
| 


uon to rescind, with a view to the order being 
reconsidered, and the subject Teferred to the ap- 
propriate committee. He would remark that he 
thought the Senator from Missouri was mistaken 
in the cause to which he attributed the depression 
of the price of pork in the Cincinnati market. He 
had never heard in that section of the country 
that the tax on salt was considered onerous. 

Fo price of pork had fallen, not in consequence 
ofthe salt tax, but principally on account of the 
exertions of the friends of a sound currency, | 
among whom the Senator from Missouri bore so | 
conspicuous a part. It was the substitution of a 
sound and healthy currency in place of the ex- | 
panded paper system which had led to the fall of | 
prices. ‘The farmers do not like paper, and they 
are now getting something like money for their 
produce. This was the reason; and for the efforts 
of the Senator on that occasion, and his agency 
i bringing about this state of things, he has my 
most hearty thanks. He concluded by saying he 
would withdraw the motion to rescind, if he had 

unanimous consent of the Senate to do so. 
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, objected; and as the 
motion could not be withdrawn but by unanimous 
consent, the question on it was taken, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 15. 

After the consideration of executive business, 

the Senate adjourned till Wednesday. | 





To the Reporters for the Globe : 
GenTLemen: Statistical statements, made in debate, are 
diffieult to be reperied with accuracy, and therefore it was 
‘easy for several errors to creep into your report of my re- 
Marks On the salt duties a few days ago. 1 here correct 
some of them as being materia! to the sense of what I said, 
‘nd to avoid giving erroneous information. 

ae ae quantity of salt imported into bay 
States : report represents me as saying ten million 
Sushels, when it should be five to six million, and 
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All this could be learned from these || 


that mess pork rose to $27 a barrel in New Orleans, 
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the same quantity made at home, so that the whole supply 
of the Union was ten or eleven miliion bushels; the whole 
of which would be needed for our twenty million sheep, if 
salted as the English sheep are. 

2. As to the prices to which salt had risen, on some oc- 
casions, in Missouri: the report says, three dollars for filly 
pounds weight, which fifty pounds weight might be put into 
a half bushel measure. This is correet, but it required cir- 
cumstantiality as to time and place, to wit: that it occurred 
in November last, and about one hundred and fitty miles 
above St. Louis. 

3. Asto the price of salt in Louisville, as I came on to 


|| Congress, this fall: the reportascribes me #1 50 as the price, 


it should be one dollar, with the qualification of being easily 
put into a half bushel measure. 

4. The report speaks of the putrescent, bitter, and poi- 
sonous ingredients, which remain more or less in all salt 
made by the boiling process in contradistinction to the nat- 
ural crystalizing proces under solar evaporation. This is all 
rigit, Only bitter should be bittern. 

5. As to the amount of the fishing bounties and allow- 
ances, the report ascribes to me the sum of half a million 
per annum as their probable amount; it should be a quarter 
of a million. 

6. As to the duty on salt in England, when it was abol- 
ished by Parliament: the report says sixpence a bushel ; it 
should be thirteen shillings and sixpence. 

7. As to the price of mess pork in New Orleans, and pork 
falling in the northwest, while rising in the market to which 
it was to be sent: the report saysthe marketinObioupened 
at $6 50 and fell to $4 50 per hundred, while mess pork in 
New Orleans rose to $20 a barrel, and this because of the 
scarceness and dearness of salt. This is all right, except 


Yours, respectfully, THOMAS H. BENTON. 
January 3, 1839. i 


erence PPE | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 31, 1838. 


| 
| 
| 
Mr. HAYNES asked the consent of the House 
to submit a motion to go again into Committee ' 
of the Whole on the President’s message, but || 
withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, on whose motion || 
the rules were suspended, and the House agreed || 
that when it adjourns to-day, it will adjourn to 
meet on Wednesday at the usua! hour. 

Mr. HAYNES then renewed his request, but 
it being objected to by Mr. Bronson, on account 
of its being resolution day, Mr. H. withdrew it | 
till the States should be called through. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The States were tl.en called in their order for || 
resolutions. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was i 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
authorizing, under suitable regulations, postmasters to re- | 
ceive, in addition to the postage now payable, such amount |} 
on letters carried by mail, destined to be sent abroad, as || 
may be required to be paid to packets or steamships for 
their transportation to foreign ports, and such amounts also | 
as may be required to be paid for their transmission in for- 
eign countries, which additional amount shall be paid by 
the postmaster of the port from which such packets or ships | 
may sail, to the agents or persons by whom such letters | 
may be forwarded. 


On motion of Mr. NOYES, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing the 
claim of Major Sylvester Churchill, of the United States 
Army, for extraordinary services as inspector general with 
the army in Florida, Alabama, and Georgia, in the years 
1837 and 1838. ‘ 


Mr. CUSHMAN submitted the following joint 
resolution: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two- | 
thirds of both Houses concurring therein,) That the follow- 
ing articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several 
States, as an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which, when ratified by the Legislatures of three- 
fourths of the said States, shall be valid as a part of the 
said Constitution, namely : That no person shall be capa- 
bie of holding, or of being elected, to any office of honor, | 
trust, or profit. either civil or military, legislative, execu- | 
tive, or judicial, under the Government of the United States, | 
who shall hereafter fight a duel, or send or accept a chal- 
lenge to fight a duel, the probable issue of whic be 
the death of the challenger or challenged, or shall be a | 
second to either party, or shall in any manner aid or assist 
in such duel, or shall be knowingly the bearer of such chal- | 
lenge or acceptance. i 


The resolution ees ‘read twice, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to lay 
it on the table. 

Mr. GRENNELL inquired ifa motion to post- 


a a Sn er rs oc 


about |} pone to a day certain would not take precedence? 


| tween the Government of the 


| made prisoners i 
| rectionary i s:veme 


VOL, 7.....No. 6. 

The SPEAKER said it would not. 

Mr. BOON moved that the resolution be printed; 
which Mr. Jounson accepted as a part of his 
motion. 

Mr. ADAMS called for a division of the ques- 
tion; for though he should vote for the printing, 
<a not consent to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. GRENNELL demanded the yeas and 
wre whereupon 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, withdrew his 
motion, and the resolution was ordered to lie over 
under the rule. 

On motion of Mr. 
Hampshire, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on [nvalid Pensions be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to Elisha Hoit. . 


On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, it was 


Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of War, of the 
23d of December last, on the subject of the claims of the 
State of Massachusetts for militia services and expenditures 
during the late war with Great Britain, be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. CUSHING submitted the following reso- 
lution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


WILLIAMS, of New 


|| quested, if in his judgment not incompatible with the public 
| interest, to communicate to this House— 


1. The correspondence, if any, which has been had be. 
nited States and that of 
Great Britain, or the military or civil authorities of either, 
in relation to the troubles in the British Provinces of Upper 
or Lower Canada, and to alleged violations of neutrality on 


| the part whether of Great Britain or of the United States, or 


any of the officers. subjects, or citizens of each. 

2. The corres, .vdence bad, or measures taken by the 
Executive, if any »cc*rding citizens of the United States 
sr, @t any time, in any of the insur- 
vf Upper or Lower Canada. 

3. Whetoci the Government of Great Britain has made 


| reparation for the seizure aud destruction of the steamboat 


Caroline, withie the waters of the United States, and the 


| murder of American citizens on board the same by a band 


ot acmed invaders from the province of Upper Canada, 
acting under the orders and authority of the Colonial Gevy- 
ernment of said province 7 

4. Whether the Government of the United States has 
entered into negotiations with that of Great Britain, for the 
purpose of arresting and preventing the further distribution 
of presents and payment of war subsidies by the latter Gov- 
ernment to the Indian tribes within the territorial limits and 
jurisdiction of the United States; and if so, what has been 
the result of the said negotiations. 

5. Whether the Government of the United States has 
given to that of Great Britain the stipulated notice toannul 
and abrogate the convention of the 6th of September, 1827, 
under cover of which, and of the convention of the 20th 
October, 1818, the Hudson’s Bay Company has proceeded, 
with permission, or by connivance of the Government of 
Great Britain, to establish military posts in the territories 
of the United States beyond the Rocky Mountains. 

6. Whether the Government of the United States has 
taken any measures, and if any, what, to adjust, settle, and 
mark the boundaries between the United States and the 
British Provinces in North America, from St. Mary’s Falls, 
between Lake Huron and Lake Superior; and so north- 
wardly and westwardly along the frontier of the State of 
Michigan and the Territories of Wisconsin and Lowa, to 
the Rocky Mountains. 

7. What cvrrespondence, if any, the Government of the 
United St»!+» has had with that of Great Britain or any of 
its authorities: or officers, or with the governmeni of the 
State of Maine, in regard to the late survey or investiga- 
tion of the northeastern boundary line of the United States 
by the government of said State. 

8. Whether any correspondence has recentiy passed be- 
tween the British and American Governments reiative to 
the free navigation of the navigable rivers coterminous to 
the United States and the British possessions in North Amer- 
ica, or of the navigable rivers running in part or in whole 
through the territories of both Governments ; and if so, the 
results of the same. 


Mr. PETRIKIN inquired whether, under the 
rule, it was in order for gentlemen to offer reso- 
lutions embracing two subjects ? 

The SPEAKER said he did not so consider 
these resolutions; and decided it was not out of 
order to entertain them. 

The resolutions were then laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CUSHING then said the discharge of his 
particular duties as a member of the House had 
called his attention to another subject of inquiry, 
perfectly unexceptionable in itself, and of 
deepest immediate interest to the whole Union, 
and more pac sarge bo the States of the South- 
west. He asked the resolution of inquiry 
should be read, in order that the House might 
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judge whether they would 


ject were not one of pressing, immediate import- | 
ance, 


The House assentfng, Mr. C. offered the fol- '' 


lowing resolution; which was read, and lies over 
one day, under the rules: 


Whereas, in the message of the President of the United 
States, at the opening of the Eighteenth Congress, it was, 
among other thiogs, avowed and proclaimed as the settled 
national poliey of the United States that, “in the wars of 
the European Powers, in matters relating to themseives,we 
bave never taken any part, nor does it comport with our 
policy so to do;”’ that, * with the movements in Uns hemi- 
sphere we are, of necessity, more immediately connected ;” 
that “ we owe it, therefore, to candor, und to the amicable 
relations existing between the United States and those Pow- 
era to deciare that we should consider any attempt on their 
part to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere 
as dangerous to our peace and safety ;’’ that “ with the ex- 
isting colonies or dependencies of any European Power, we 


bave not intertered, and shall not interfere; but with the | 


Governments who have declared their independence and 
maintained it, and whose independence we have, on great 


consideration and on just principles, acknowledged, we | 


could not view any interposition for the purpose of oppress- 
ing them, or controlling in any other manner their destiny, 
by any European Power, or in any other light than as the 
manifestation of an unfriegdly disposition towards the Uni- 
ted States ;’’ and that * it is impossible, therefore, that we 
should behold such interposition, in any form, with indif- 
ference :”’ 

Resolved, therefore,.That the President of the United 
States be requested to inform this House, if the same be 
not. in his judgment, incompatible with the public inter- 
est, what explanations the King of the French has rendered 
to the United States in relation to the recent blockade of a 
part of the coast of the Mexican Republic by France; the 


treatment of vessels of the United States, public or private, | 


by the blockading squadron ; the reduction of the castle of 
San Juan d’Uiloa; and the ulterior views and designs of the 
French Government respecting the Mexican Republic. Also, 
to inform the House whether he has proffered, to either of 


the contending parties, the mediation of the United States || 


in the premises ; and to communicate any correspondence 
on the subjects aforesaid which may have passed between 
the Government of the United States and that of France. 


On motion of Mr. CUSHING, ordered to be 
printed. 
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 


the name of Jacob Adams, of Massachusetts, on the pen 
sion list. 


On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, it was 


Resolved, Tiat the Committee on the Militia be instructed 
to consider the expediency of providing by law that the 
distribution of arms procured by virtue of the act making 
provisions for arming and equipping the whole body of the 
militia of the United States, passed April 23, 1808, should 
be made according to the apportionment of the representa- 
tion of each State and Territory in the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, or by -ome other rule of apportionment which 
shall practically be more equal and just, among the differ- 
ent States and Territories, in respeet to their population, 
subject by the Jaws of Congress and of the States and Ter- 


ritories respectively, to enroliment in the militia, and the 


active performance of military duty therein. 


On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be instructed | 
to consider the expediency of increasing the annual appro- | 
priation by Congress for the purpose of providing arms and || 


military equipments for the whole body of the militia of 
the United States. 


On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House a statement of the quantity and de- 


scription of arms which, since the conclusion of the last | 
war with Great Britain, have been procured and distributed | 


to the States and Territories respectively, pursuant to an 
act ‘ making provision for arming and equipping the whole 


body of the militia of the United States,” passed April 23, | 


1808; and also to state by what rule of apportionment the 
arms have been distributed; the manner and times in which 


the returns of the militia have been received from the States | 
and Territories; whether these returns have been made | 
annually, and, in default of such annual returns, what rule | 
has been adupted in making the distribution, and for what | 


number of years any of the States have neglected to make 
euch returns ; and also, that the Secretary communicate to 
this House an abstract of the latest returns of the nuinber 
of the militia of the States and Territories, respectively, 
with their dates, together with an abstract of the quantity 
and dates of the issue of arms upon such returns. 


On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the law 


in relation to the pay of jurors atiending upon the courts of || tions of his circular of 14th October, 181 


the United States. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the House to take up and 
consider the resolution offered by him on the 6th 
of December, calling for information in relation 
to the controversy een Andrew Stevenson 
and Danie) O’Connell; and: sent to the Clerk’s 
table the following letter, received by him through 
the post office, which was read: 

and say, Ale ee 

m: In over the proceedings 8s, 
epnend. thea. feb burn lenhduneh gous en bakin, bP 





rmit him to offer it trying to impeatch the cavicter and honer of our Minister to 
at this time, which he would not ask if the sub- || England, Mr. Steverson. Mr. 8. is a relative of mine, one 
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who. L hold dear to me, and shall call you to account when | 

| E get to Washington. i think, and so dose the country, that | 
Mr. 8. was condescending tov much a fiend of develtry, | 
such as I consider you: and on my arrival in the Metrop- 
olis, | stall shoot you the very first time you rise to make 
any remarks about my friend Mr. 8. So soon as Mr. C. 
Perry returns to the United States, you will die certain. 
You are better suited for a cell in the mad-house, than a 
seat in one of the highest places on earth. 
man myself, and would to my God ware to see you in the 
act of speaking disrespectfully of my friend. If you men- 
tion their names, no explanation will satisfy me, only to 
take your life, and that I shall do in the presence of the as- 
sembled wisdom of the world. I expect to fight a duel in | 
the District of Columbia before the session is ended, if you | 
open your bread-trap about that mode of settling affairs I | 
shall be much induced to asure you, as on most anything | 

_ els. I shall be in Washington by the 2d of January, 1839. 


B. J. CONVALD. 


J. Q. Apams. 
Mr. PETRIKIN objected to the consideration | 


of the resolution at this time. 
Mr. REED moved to suspend the rules. 


Mr. THOMAS hoped gentlemen would not || Dad of Marely 1783, 


| 


agree to suspend the rules, in consequence of this | 
miserable quiz being practiced upon the gentle- | 
' man from Massachusetts. 
_ Mr. DAWSON deeply regretted that a letter | 
| of this character, which all must perceive was fic- | 


titiously signed, should be made a serious matter || 


of. Itis evidently a quiz, and should not have | 
_ been presented. 

Mr. ROBINSON asked whether it would be in 
order to amend the motion to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of considering the letter? 

The SPEAKER decided that it would not. | 
The letter was not before the House for consid- | 
eration. 
_ Mr. CRABB moved to postpone the matter until | 
| the 2d day of January. 
‘| The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. BOON moved to lay the motion to suspend 

|| Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
|| which were not ordered, 


|| rules upon the table. 
|| Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, submitted 


| the following resolution; which, under the rule, 


_ lies over one day: 


Resolved, That no order, resolution, or rule of this House, 


i 
1 upon the subjectof petitions, shall apply to resolutions from 
| State Legislatures. 
| 
| 


On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


reducing and so regulating the postage on letters and papers 


money of the United States, dispensing with fractional parts 
of cents. 


|| On motion of Mr. CRANSTON, it was 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


amending the law in relation to ship letters, so.as to make 


where he shall arrive. 


On motion of Mr. CURTIS, it was 


quested to inform the House of Representatives of the 
causes why it was not in the power of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to ascertain, by means of the weekly and monthly 


or at the different settlements afterwards, before his term 
of office expired. That the Secretary of the Treasury be 





vember, 1835, and copies of all the returns made by said 
collector in compliance with said circular; and also to 
inform the House of Representatives whether the practice 


of entering on the books of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


kept in his own office, the quarterly accounts current of the 
|| Customs, as soon as received by the First Auditor, has been 
|| discontinued, and when discontinued; and whether the 
practice, by the Secretary of the Treasury, of calling for the 
account current of the customs received at the office of the 
First Auditor, and the quarterly accounts of collectors, and 
of comparing the same witb the several returns rendered to 

the Secretary by collectors, in conformity with the requisi- 
and repeated on 
the 12th November, 1835, has been discontinued by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and whea discontinued; and 
also whether, if the practice of properly arranging and com- 
paring the said last mentioned returns of collectors with 
each other, in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, 








whether, in his opinion, the defalcation of the late collector 
of New York could have been concealed 
officer of that part, 
the collector’s abstracts of duties, and other accounts of 
receipts, none ont expenditures,” with ordinary and 


eterna nomena 
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| trict attorney’of the United States for the southern dist; ot 
of New York, in relation to any bond or bonds executed by 


| 
[am no party 


|| stroyed by the Cherokee Indians about the year ]7s8 


| the rules on the table, and upon that motion, 


The House then laid the motion to suspend the | 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


carried by mail, as that the same may be made payable in | 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


it the duty of the captain, or other person having returned | 
ship letters, to return them to the postmaster of the port | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- | 


returns, and other records in his office, the defaication of 
the late collector at New York, when it first commenced, | 


requested, also, to communicate to this House a copy of | 
his. circular, addressed to the collector of New York in No- | 


has been discontinued, and when discontinued; and that | 
the Secretary of the Treasury also inform this House | 


from the naval | 
if the said naval officer had “‘ examined | 


eaut lore certifying the same, and had faith- 
Ranqushaved dintedes biguaatintmnsphyaaehets:| 





L December 31, 


A 








cers; and that the Secretary of the Treasury also comn 
nicate to this House copies of all correspondence herw. 
the Treasury Depariment aud William M. Price, late 


Mu 
een 
dis. 


the securities of said Swartwout forthe faithful performance 
of his duties as collector of New York; and also ta in. 
municate copies of all bonds executed to the Uniied si 
by the sureties of said Swartwout. 


On motion of Mr. PARKER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be jp 
structed to inquire into the expediency of remunerating the 
| Jegal heirs of William Anderson, for property taken or da 


dies 


| 2 ; ; 3 And 
| that the papers on file of the House in relation thereto be 


| referred to the same committee. 


On motion of Mr. PRATT, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing a survey og 
the mouth of the Catskill creek, in the Hudson river, 


On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to 
Elnathan Sears, of the State of New York, the amount 
equal to five years’ pay under the resolve of Congress of the 


| 


| On motion of Mr. BICKNELL, it was 
| 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

be instructed to inquire into the justice and expediency of 

| granting to John Keith, a soldier of the Revolution, a pen. 

| sion; and that the papers on file in his case in the War De. 
partment be referred to the said committee. 

| Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grautng a 

pension to Joanna Bartlett, the widow of Aaron Bartlett, 


| deceased, a soldier of the Revolution ; and that the papers 


|| in this ease now on file in the War Department be referred 


to the said committee. 


On motion of Mr. HAMMOND, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Christian Brougher, of Penusylvania, a soldier 





of the revolutionary war.* 


On motion of Mr. HENRY, it was 


Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
changing or modifying the law with relation to postage that 
all public newspapers shall be carried in the mail free of all 
charge within the limits of the counties where they are re- 
spectively printed and published. 

Mr. WISE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee, to consist of nine 
members, and to be elected by ballot, be constituted, with 
power to send for persons and papers, to inquire and report 
| whether there are sufficient grounds on which to found an 
impeachment by this House of Levi Woodbury, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 

The question being on the adoption of the res- 
olution, 

Mr. CUSHMAN objected. 

So the resolution, giving rise to debate, lies 
over one day. 

Mr. WISE offered a resolution, which wes 
|| adopted, instructing the Committee on Naval Af- 
|| fairs to inquire into the expediency of building 
steam ships of war. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, offered 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select committee lately appointed on 
|| the subject of the public lands be instructed to inquire into 
|| the expediency of changing the mode for selling said lands, 
so as to require that all the bids of purchasers shall hef- 
after be made or proposed in writing, in the same manner 
as bids are now made for contracts in the Post Office De- 
partment. 


Mr. ADAMS offered the following amend- 
ment: 

And that they inquire into the frauds that have been 
practiced in the sale of the public lands, and to report to 
this House a reimedy theresr. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, accepted 
this as a modification. _ : 

Mr. SNYDER expressing his desire to speak 
to thia question, the resolution, as modified, lies 
over one day by the rule. ’ 

Mr. STANLY offered the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this ore nd mewn 
praying for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
|| bia, in the ‘territories, or in the States, with a“ view” of 
| affecting slavery within the District of Columbia, or in the 
| 





States, or in the Territories, ought not to be received, ¢n- 
tertained, or considered by the House. 
Resolved, That Congress has no right to do that indirectly 
which it cannot do directly, and that the agitation of the 
subject of slavery in the District of Columbia, or in the Ter- 
ritories, or mm any manner, with a view of disturbing or 
overthrowing that institution either in the District of Colum- 
bia or in the Territories or in the several States, is equally 
unconstitutional, and beyond its legislative competency, 


|| and is an infri nt of the rights of the States and @ 
breach of the public faith on which they entered into 
Confederacy. 


That all attempts on the of Congress te 
abolish slavery in the District of Colombia, or in the Tet? 
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torres, or to “ regu 


jate”’ the removal of slaves from State to | 
State, or to discriminate between the institutions of one 
rtion of the Confederacy and another, either with a view | 
of disturbing or overthrowing that institution in the District | 
of Columbia, or in the Territories, or in the States, are in 
violation of the Constitution, destructive of the funda- 
mental principle on which the union ot these States rests, 
and beyond the jurisdiction of Congress ; and that, as such, 
no petition, memorial, resolution, proposition, or paper | 
touching or relating in any way, orto any extent whatever, 
to slavery, as aforesaid, or to the abolition thereof, shall be 
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that the adjournment over by the clerk, in the absence of 
the judges, shall have the same force and effect as if the 
judges had been present. 

On motion of Mr. STONE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 


| pay of the volunteers or drafted militiamen who are now, or 
| who may hereafter be, called into the service of the United 


entertained or considered by this House. i] 


Resolved, That “ the right of the people peaceably to as- | 
semble and to petition the Government for a redress of griev- 
ances,”’ as secured by the first article of the amendments of 
the Constitution, does not give to citizens of non-slavehold- 
ing States the right to petition Congress to interfere with or 
abolish slavery, 


} 


Territories, or ir: the States, inasmuch as slavery is denied || 


by the citizens of the slaveholding States to be a “ griev- 


ance,” and was not so considered at the time of the forma- 
tion of the Constitution. 

Mr. STANLY, in offering the resolutions, said | 
his object was to eareny s omissions in the res- | 
olutions which caucus No. 2 had made. Those 
now offered by him contained the substance of | 


those which caucus No. 1 had agreed upon, and | 


afterwards reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER decided that, under the reso- 
lution of the 12th instant, these resolutions must 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS. Sir, are these resolutions to be | 
laid on the table? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

So the resolutions were laid on the table. 

The State of South Carolina having been called, 

Mr. PICKENS rose and said, that he had pre- 
pared a resolution he intended to present, in rela- 
tion to the movements of the French squadren on 
the coast of Mexico; but the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Cusuine] had introduced one | 
that covered the ground, and Mr. P. would with- 
hold his. He was rejoiced to see the resolution 
coming from the quarter it did. A question of 
great importance might arise, in which the South- 
western States would feel a deep interest, and we 
could not look to it too soon. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing compensation to | 
Mrs. Eliza Mackey, for property destroyed in the service of | 
the United States. 

Resolved. That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 
sions be directed to inquire into the expediency of granting | 


apension to Mrs. C. Rhodes, the widow of a revolutionary | 
officer. 


| 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, offered the | 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, Treasury, War, 
and Navy, and the Postmaster General, be, and they are 
hereby, respectively required to report and communicate to | 
this House, as soon as practicable, what were the expenses | 
of their respective Departments, including every item of | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


either in the District of Columbia, orin the || 


| 


| 


expenditure, in the year commencing on the 4th day of || 


March, 1828, and ending on the 3d day of March, 1829, and | 
so on for each successive year up to the 4th of March, 1838, | 
and from thence up to the Ist day of January, 1839, placing | 
each item of expenditure under its proper head ; and further, 
to report and communicate the number of clerks and other | 
officers, of every description whatever, belonging to their 
respective Departments, with the salary or pay of each, in 
each year, separately, commencing on the 4th day of March, 
188, and so on for each successive year up to the 4th of 
— 1838, and from thence up to the Ist day of January, 
839, | 
The resolution would regularly lie over one | 
day, but Mr. W. asked the House to consider it | 
at this time. 
Objection having been made, | 
Mr. W. moved a suspension of the rule, and 
asked for fhe yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and being taken, were—yeas 106, nays 61. (Not 


two te 
So the rule was not suspended. 


_Mr, W., by leave, then modified his resolu- 
tion, by adding thereto the following: 


And further, to report how much (if anything) has been 
as extra pay to any clerk or other officer of their 
respective Departments, at any time within the foregoing 


periods, and for what services those extra allowances were 
eA. 


On motion of Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS, it was 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law for the holding of 
a special term of the circuit court of the United States for 
the district of Eastern Tennessee, at Knoxville, on the third 
Monday of April next, by the district judge of said district, 
at which term to hear and try all issues and matters cogni- 
zable at the regular term of said court; and that said ecom- 
mittee inguire, also, into the expediency of ee 
judges of the circuit courts of the United States to direct 
‘aid courts to be adjourned over to some future day, desig- 
hated in a written order to the clerk of either of said courts, 
in casé of the prevalence of a dangerous and general dis- 
ase at the place where said court is usually holden ; and 


i 
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States ; also, those who are, or may have been, employed 
by the General Government for the purpose of removing the 
Cherokees out of the States of Georgia, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, aud Alabama, and settling them west of the 
Mississippi, as well as those. volunteers who have just re- 
turned home from the Florida war ; also, to provide by law 
for the payment of all horses and their equipage at their | 
first valuation, which have either been turned over to the 
quartermaster’s department by order of General Jesup, or 
which have been lost by death, or become unfit for use on 
account of the Government having failed to furnish forage 
sufficient to sustain them. 


Mr. BOND offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House a copy of a circular issued 
by the Comptroller, in the year ]821, and which is referred 
to by the said Secretary in his report to the President of the 
United States, dated 6th November, 1838, in relation to the 
detault of Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the customs 
of the port of New York, being the same circular which, in 
said report, is alleged ‘* to have tended to remove a check 
on the collector.’’? And also, to inform this House whether 
the bonds set forth in document No. 10, appended to said 


report, were included in any return, bond account, or other || 


account of said late collector, communicated by him to the 
Treasury Department, and if so included, at what time such 
returns ar accounts were communicated to said Department. 
And also,whether three certain Treasury warrants, amount- 
ing in the aggregate to 
lector, during the years 1 and 1835, mentioned in paper | 
No. 15, annexed in said report, appear in any quarterly or 


other account or return rendered by said collector to said | 
Department; and if so, to communicate a copy of such re- || 


turn or account to this House. 

Mr. B. asked that the resolution be considered 
at this time; and, objections having been made, 
moved a suspension of the rule; but the motion 
was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, of Ohio, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 


for the commencement of a breakwater at the harbor of | 


Cleveland, in the State of Ohio, on the plan suggested in 


the report of Captain Henry Smith, on the files of the War 


Department. 


On motion of Mr. HARPER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 
number of land offices in the State of Ohio. 


Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, offered the 


following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That the power of designating the time, 
place, and manner, of elections for Representatives is ex- 
pressly given, by the Federal Constitution, to the Legisla- | 
tures of the States, respectively, subject to no supervision 
or control, except by law of Congress only ; and that, in the 


exercise of this power, the State Legislatures may consti- || 


tutionally fix the time of election subsequent to the expira- | 
tion of the Congress preceding that for which such election | 
is to be holden. 

2. Resolved, That neither the Federal nor State executive 
can constitutionally anticipate, supersede, or change, the 
times of election as fixed by the State Legislatures. | 

3. Resolved, That this House has not the constitutional 
power, either legislative or judicial, by its own action alone, 
to annul, suspend, or impede the operation of an act of a 


State Legislature, fixing the time, piace, and manner of || 


election for Representatives. 

4. Resolved, That no resolution or action of this House 
can deprive the people of any State of their constitutional 
right of electing Representatives to Congress at the fime 
designated for that purpose by the Legislature of such State; 
that the claim of such power, on the part of this House, 
would be a dangerous encroachment upon the rights of the 
States, and its exercise a direct and palpable violation of 
the Constitution. 

5. Resolved, That the constitutional jurisdiction of this | 
House over the subject of representation is a limited one, | 
embracing the questions of election, qualification, and re- | 
turn, only; and that, in judging of election, this House is | 
bound to judge in accordance with the act of the State Le- | 


gisiature regulating the time, place, and manner thereof. || 


6. Resolved, That, in accordance with a constitutional 
act of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, prescrib- 
ing the time, place, and manner of election for Represent- 
atives to Congress, and in compliance with all the provisions 
of said act, an eleetion was holden in November, 1837, for | 
two Representatives from said State to the Twenty-Fifth 
Congress, at which election Sencgant 8. Prentiss and | 
Tuomas J. Worp were duly elected, possessed the consti- | 
tutional qualifications, and were duly and — returned. 

7. Resolved, That the resolution of this House 
on the 5th day of February last, denying to said Prentiss 
and Worp seats in this House as members thereof, was a 
dangerous attack upon the elective franchise, in derogation | 

e rights of the State of Mi i, in violation of the 
nstitation of the United States, and a mischievous ex- 
ample to future times. | 

8. Resolved, therefore, That said resolution be, and the 
same is hereby, rescinded. 


adopted | 


Mr. HAYNES said there were many important || 


questions in these resolutions which required con- | 
sideration. : 


= 05, receivgd by said late col- | 


83 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, inquired of 
the Chair whethe? the mere fact of a single mem- 
_ ber rising in his seat and etating that there were 
| matters in the resolutions which required consid- 
eration, would subject those resolutions to be laid 
over under the words of the rule which speak of 
resolutions ‘* giving rise to debate.’’ 

Mr. HAYNES said it was obvious that such 
resolutions could not pass without debate. 

The SPEAKER said that, under the rule, the 
resolutions would lie over. 
| Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, said he was 
desirous to have the resolutions considered soon, . 
| as his own position was somewhat peculiar. He 

must, therefore, move to suspend the rule for the 
| purpose, at least, of fixing a day certain for their 
consideration. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
| the negative—ayes fifty-nine, noes not counted. 

So the rule was not suspended. 

Mr. LYON asked the permission of the House 
to present a letter received by him from a soldier 
_of the Revolution, who resided in his district, 
| (Samuel Earle,) inclosing $157 in Continental 


i 
j 
' 


||; money. The writer stated in his letter that he 


, had.served as a regular soldier during the war of 
the Revolution, and had received for his services, 
at the close of the war, only $200 in Continental 
|| money, a part of which he inclosed. He stated 

| further, that he was in indigent circumstances; 
was upon the pension list at the rate of eighty 
dollars a year, but that this sum was not sufficient 
—— support,and thathe had received no bounty 
|| land. 

Mr. L. said he was charged by this old soldier 
to present the money inclosed to Congress, ac- 
|| companied by his respects, and with a request 
\| a the amount, with interest, might be paid to 
‘| him. 
|| Hepresented the letter, together with themoney, 
and offered the following resolution: 
| Resolved, That the communication from Samuel Earle, 

a soldier of the Revolution, inclosing the sum of $157, in 
| Continental money, be referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Clauns, with instructions to inquire into the na- 
|, ture and extent of his claim, and into the expediency of 
| inereasing his rate of pension. 
On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap 
propriation for the further improvement and completion of 
the harbor of St. Louis, Missouri; also, an appropriation 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi 
river from the.mouth of the Ohio to the mouth of the Mis- 

| souri river; and also, an appropriation for the improvement 
| of the navigation of the Missouri river from its mouth as 
far up said river as Fort Leavenworth. 


Mr. M. also presented the petition of Richard 
Graham and John O’Fallon, of Missouri, asking 
the passage of a law for their relief, as the secur- 
ities of E, T. Longham, late surveyor general at 
| St. Louis, so far as to authorize the proper ac- 

counting officer of the Treasury Department to 
adjust with them, according to the principles of 
equity and justice, the amount that may be due 
the United States on their bonds, as the securities 
of the said Longham. 


On motion of Mr. TOUCEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a territorial government for said District. 


On motion of Mr. SLADE, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House a statement showing the number 
and amvunt of invalid pensions which have been relin- 
quished under the pension act of the 18th March, 1818, and 


1 


\ the number of pensioners having thus relinquished who 


| are now on the pension roll, with the annual amount of the 
pensions relinquished by them under the said act. 


On motion of Mr. HALL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 

authorizing the Postmaster General to contract for carrying 
mails in steamboats, packets, or otherwise, between the 
United States and foreign countries, and also between 
points without the limits of the United States, under such 
| regulations and restrictions as should be deemed necessary 
| and proper. 


| Mr. EVERETT submitted the following reso- 


_lution; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to ta 
before this House a statement of the number of troops from 
| the Army and marine corps, militia and volunteers, em- 
| ployed in the Seminole war since its commencement, their 
| terms of service, the number killed and wounded ; and also 


_ @ statement of the amount of moneys expended ia eaid 
war. 


| On motion of Mr. GRANT, it was 
' Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
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- rity and safety of the navigation and commerce on said | tionary soldier. 
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directed to inquire into the expediency of repairing and re- | 
building Port Ontario, situated at Oswego, in the State of | 
New York. and, with the view of making such inquiry, 

that the «aid committee correspond with the Secretary of 1 
War. Major General Alexander Macomb, and Colonel W. 
J. Worth, of the Army, as to the probuble expense of such | 
repairs, and the importance of said fortification as a mili- | 
tary post for the protection of the yorthern frontier. 


On motion of Mr. MARVIN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expedieney of causing such parts of 
Lakes Ontario, Erie, 8t. Clair, Huron, Michigan, and Cham- 
plain, and the bays contiguous, and the rivers and straits 
connected with said lakes, to be surveyed, and accurate 
maps and charts of such surveys to be made, for the secu- || 





waters. 


On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of rebuilding the for- | 
tifications on Castleton Island, at the outlet on Lake Onta- || 
rio, in the county of Jefferson, in the State of New York. || 


On motion of Mr. BRONSON, it was i 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be || 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pen- 
sion to Peter A. Myers, late a soldier in the Army of the 
United Stites. 


On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, it was 


Resylved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the | 
laws relating to bounty lands as to allow those entitled to 
them to locate on any public lands subject to entry at pri- || 
vate sale, or to receive land scrip in leu of bounty lands. 


On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting a pen- 
sion to Elizabeth Davidson, widow of Jolin Davidson, de- 
ceased. 


On motion of Mr. YORKE, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed || 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation || 
for the érection of a breakwater on Crow shoals, at Cape || 
May roads, in the Delaware bay. 1 


On motion of Mr. SIBLEY, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
tu inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry || 
at the mouth of Suwannee, in Florida, as requested by a | 





Mr. LOOMIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the following be adopted as a part of one 
of the standing rules of the House, to be added to the 61st | 
rule: * All appropriation bills for special objects other than 


ivate billx shall be by separate bill for each specific ob- | 
eect, and accompanied with a report or brief statement of 


the particular reasons and grounds which render such ap- 
propriation necessary.”’ | 


On motion of Mr. WORTHINGTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims || 


be instructed to inquire into the propriety of allowing tothe | 
heirs of Edward Parnell the amount due on a certificate | 


signed by Lord Butler, assistant deputy muster general of i! 


the Army of the United States in the revolutionary war. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed | 
to inquire into the expediency of abridging its onerous du- 
ties by reviving suck sections of the act passed the 9th day | 
ot April, 1816, entitled “An act to authorize payment for) 
property lost, cagured, or destroyed during the last war, | 


* as may be deemed proper, and to embrace horses lost, and | 


private property consumed by mounted rangers, and mili- | 
tia, and volunteers in the authorized campaigns of 1811, | 
previous to the formal declaration of war in 1812 ;” also, 
into the expediency of authorizing and granting to the offi. 
cers and privates, in the service of the United States as 
rangers, volunteers, and militia, for six months altogether 
from and aiter the date of the order given to the Army to 


embody to march to Tippecanoe, in 1811, to the end of the i 


war, scrip sufficient to enter a tract of public land each, 
apportioned according to rank. 


On motion of Mr. HALSTED, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of paying to William 
Fabre his share of prize money, as one of the sailors on 


board the Saratoga, under Commodore McDonough, in the | 


batile on Lake Chaplain of the Lith September, 1814. 


On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- | 
placing William Meade, of Logan county, Virginia, on the | 
pension roll. 


On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, of North Caro- | 
lina, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the | 
militia to be called into the public service for a longer term | 
than three months; and that they extend the term of ser- 
vice to twelve months, if they shall be so long required. | 

Resolved further, That said committee inquire into the | 
oes of increasing the pay of militia soldiers to eight | 
dollars per month. 

On motion of Mr. FOSTER, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instruct- 
ed to report to this House the amount of money due to the 
Government from the late deposit banks on account of the | 
public moneys on deposit with them at the time of their late | 
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supignaiemn of specie payments ; methine quem and || Mr. JOHNSON accepted the amendment as a 


place of business of each such bank ; the amount due from | modification of his resolution. 


each, and how secured; and when (by the terms of any 
agreement) payments are to be made to the Government. 


On motion of Mr. PECK, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue scrip 
to David Searle on a United States military land warrant 


| for one hundred acres now held by said David Searle as the 
| assignee of Jonathan Wheelock, deceased. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing & pension to Elizabeth Fitch, the widow of a Revolu- 


On motion of Mr. DE GRAFF, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for improving the navigation of the river Suwan- 
nee, in Florida, in accordance with a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of said Territory. 


On motion of Mr. WAGENER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much 
of an act, approved March 2, 1833, * to improve the condi- 
tion of the non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
Army and marine corps of the United States, and to pre- 
vent desertion,” which authorizes the punishment of 
stripes ar@ lashes for that offense, and the rules and arti- 
cles for the government of the armies of the United States, 
which authorizes the infliction of corporal punishment by 
stripes or lashes. 


On motion of Mr. CURTIS, it was 


Resolved, That ghe Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House a copy of a circular issued 


by the Comptroller in the year 1821, and which is referred | 


to by the said Secretary in his report to the President of the 


| United States, dated 6th November, 1838, in relation to the 


default of Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the customs 
at the port of New York, being the same circular which, in 
said report, is alleged to have ‘ tended to remove or check 
the collector ;” and also, to inform this House whether the 


| bonds set forth in document No. 10, appended to said re- 


port, were included in any return, bond account, or other 


| account of said late collector, communicated by him to the 


Treasury Department; and if so included, at which time 


| such returns Or accounts were communicated to said De- 


: : —— _ | partment; and also, whether three certain Treas war- 
resolution of the Legislative Council of that Territory. ! pms artnet ee 


rants, amounting in the aggregate to $39.240 05, received 


| by said collector during the years 1834 and 1835, mentioned 


in paper No. 15, annexed to said report, appear in any quar- 
terly or other account or return rendered by said collector 
to said Department; and if so, to communicate a copy of 
such return or account to this House. 


On motion of Mr. WORD, it was 


Resolved, That the select committee on the Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws relating to the disposition of the said lands, as 
to restrict the sales of the same to hona fide settlers thereon, 
and also to limit the purchase by the same individual to one 
section of land at most, and that said committee report. 


On motion of Mr. HAMER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
| salary of the judge of the district of Ohio. 


| On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
| Baron Bastrop,the Marquis de Maison Rouge, Eiisha Win- 
ters and others, Davinport Bar and others, the claims de- 
rived from the Spanish Government, in that part of Louis- 
iana east of the Mississippi, and the Island of Orleans, called 
Florida, whilst said Government was in actual possession 
| of said territory, and all other claims that have been pre- 
sented to the proper officers and by them recommended for 
confirmation, or which have not been acted on by said offi- 
cers since the date; and that all the documents on file re- 
lating to the saine be referred to the said committee. 


On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of making ana 
| propriation to rve the public works at Fort Niagara, in 
the State of New York, from destruction, and to put the 
same in complete repair. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of construc 
steam ships for the naval service of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of 
entry at the town of Fredericksburg, in the State of Vir- 

| ginia. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select committee on the subject of the 





national foundery and on the public lands be allowed a” 


committee clerk, when, in the judgment of said committee, 
they may think that necessary. 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the resolu- 
| tion, by adding the following: 
Who shall only receive pay for the days when actually 
in the service of the committee. a 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by || 
Jaw for the adjustment of all unseitied land claims of the || 


The question was then put upon the resolution, 


| as modified, and it was rejected. 
} On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in. 


\ structed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen. 


| sion to Benjamin V. Wesley, of Luzerne county, Penngyl- 
1 vania, who was wounded at Queenstown, during tlie late 
|| war with Great Britain, and that the papers on the files of 


this House be referred to said committee. 
On motion of Mr. CHILDS, it was 


| 
|| _ Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office anq 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| regulating the postage on letters so as to conform the same 
| to the rates recommended to the last Congress by the Post- 
| master General. 


| On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so extending 
the provisions of the act of Congress entitled ‘* An act sup. 
plementary to the act for the relief of certain surviving offi- 
| cers and soldiers of the Revolution,’”’ passed June 7, 1899 
| as to provide, for the term of five years only, a pension for 
{ all such officers and soldiers of the United States and mi- 
|| litia of the States, as were engaged in the Indian wars he. 
tween the year 1783 and the treaty of Greenville, with the 

|| Indians, in the year 1795. 


| On motion of Mr. GRAY, it was 

|| Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 

|| instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting William 
Steele a pension. 


| 
| On motion of Mr. EDWARDS, it was 
i{ 








Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing 
the pension of David Morse, and that the documents in sup- 
|| port of his claim be referred to said committee. 


} On motion of Mr. CLARK, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

|| be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting a pen- 
sion to Frederick Hopkins, and that the papers on file in 
regard to such application be referred to such e¢ommittee. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, of Ohio, it was 


| Resolved, That the papers inthe case of David Casswell 
|| James Thompson, and Josepli Wilson, be referred to the 
|, Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

| 


On motion of Mr. DUNN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of prov:ding by law for the issue of 

| Jand scrip for the satisfaction of such warrants for bounty 
land as have issued or may hereafter issue, for revolution- 
ary or other military services. 


| On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| allowing Thomas J. Collins additional compensation for 
|| transporting the mail on route 2521, in the year 1837. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing Charles Simpson 
| compensation for property destroyed by the Indians in 1814 
whilst in weaty with the United States. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
| to abolish postage on newspapers and periodical publica- 
| tions. 
| On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of changing the law 
| relative to issuing, examining, and signing land patents. 
| and whether the duties now perform d by the signer of 
| patents may not be properly assigned to the Commissioner 
| General of the Land Office. 


| On motion of Mr. CRABB, it was: 
| 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post s be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
} establishing by law a post route direct from the seat of gov- 
| ernment of the State of Alabama, by way of the town of 
Gainesville, in said State, to the seat of government of the 
State of Mississippi ; also, that the said committee be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing by 
| law a post route direct from Greensboro, by way of Living- 
| ston, in the said State of Alabama, to the seat of govern- 
| ment of the State of Mississippi; also, from Livingston, in 
the county of Sumter, through the southwestern apart of said 
| county, the nearest and best route, by way of Washington 
| court-house and the Ridge road,to the city of Mobile; also, 
from Louisville, in Madison county, to Trenton, in Jack- 
son county, in the State of Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
it was ‘ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War re to this House 
the progress made in the construction of Fort Livingston, 
at Grande Fair, Louisiana, the sum expended in the said 
work, the amount yet applicable to the object, and also the 
causes which have re the completion of the said forti- 


On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of South 
Carolina, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 4 
Sey erenteen nace meget age ooo 
to the said comniittee. . 


| 
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On motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of restoring 
William Cummings and Christopher Eaton, of North Car- 
olina, ou the pension roll. 


On motion of Mr. CORWIN, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
jnstructed to inquire and report to this House what quan- 
tity of land, if any, is due to the several townships in the 
State of Onio, within the territory purchased by the United 
Siates, of the Indian tribes, since the 3d of March, 18u3; | 
aud what further legislation, if any, is necessary to enable | 
said townships to obtain the benefit of the grant of said | 
jands, as provided in the act of Congress, approved March | 
3, 1803, entitled an act in addition to, and in modification | 
of the propositions contained in the act entitled an act to | 
enable the people of the eastern division of the territory | 
northwest of the river Ohio to form a constitution and State | 
»vernment, and for the admission of such State into the 
nion on an equal footing with the original States, and for 
other purposes. : ’ 
On motion of Mr. SNYDER, it was 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Gengral Land | 
Office communicate to this House the quantity of lands be- | 
longing to the General Government in that part of the Ed- | 
wardsville and Kaskaskia district, in the State of Illinois, | 
which comprises the American Bottom, from Wood river | 
to the mouth of the Kaskaskia river; also, the number of | 
years said land has been subject to entry. | 


On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, | 
it was ' 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of satisfying the 
bounty land warrants of soldiers of the late war, either in | 
scrip, or by laying off a district of the public lands for the 
location of such warrants. | 


On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim of Captain | 
R. P. Neely’s company for additional pay, on account of | 
service rendered in the Cherokee nation, under the orders | 
of Major General Scott. 


On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, it was 


| 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim | 
of George G. Allen against Pryor Frame, under the treaty | 
| 


of the 24th of May, 1834, with the Chickasaw Indians. 
On motion of Mr. TURNEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of paying to Preston Frazier 
the value of a horse lost in the service of the United States | 
in Florida, and that the accompanying papers be referred | 
to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, 
it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of passing a law for the pay- 
ment of the staff of government of the State of Tennessee 
while engaged in mustering and organizing into regiments | 
the Tennessee volunteers called into the service of the | 
United States in the summer of the year 1838, for the Cher- 
okee country. 


On motion of Mr. HAYNES, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the | 
compensation of the marshal of the district of Georgia, as | 
also of amending the law providing for the resignation of | 
the marshal, so as to compel the deputy to act until another | 
marshal is res ; and in case there be no deputy, au- | 
thorizing other person or persons to serve process, such | 
service to be affixed by affidavit. 


_ On motion of Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, | 
it was ° 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing | 
the pension of Thomas Kincheloe. 

On motion of Mr. McCKENNAN, it was 
,, Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be | 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 


a dap for the erection of guard fences on the Cum- — 
rland road east of the Ohio, and for refunding to the com- | 


missioners of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, the || 


sums advanced out of the tolls received for the completion 
of the toll-houses and toll gates on the said road; and also 
for widening the said road at Doconard’s Spring, on the 
western side of Laurel Hill, in Fayette county, Pennsyiva- 
nia, and that House document No. 134, second session of 
Twenty-Fifth Congress, be referred to the said commitiee. | 


eee Cun 
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| ent land offices in the said Territory, in payment for the || Resolved, That the appropriations to be made by the pres- 


| public lanfls, and report the names of the banking institu- 
Uvns the notes ef which are so received. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means in- 
quire into the expediency of making an appropriation suffi- 
cient to complete the marine hospital authorized to be 
erected in the city of Mobile. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, it 


was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 


State line, passing through as many of the county seats as 
practicable, so as to terminate in the county of Van Buren ; 
that said committee also inquire into the expediency of 
constructing a canal from Bloomington, in the Territory of 


of the expediency of granting lands to aid in the construc- 
tion of the same. 


structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
granting to the Territory of [owa the quantity of land usu 
ally given to the Territories for the benefit of education ; 
also, a bill granting the preémption right to the claimants 
of lots in certain towns reserved from sale by the act of 
Congress of 1838. : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to define 
the eastern boundary of the Territory of Lowa; a bill toau- 
thorize the election of judges of probate, sheriffs, justices 
of the peace, and county surveyors, in the Territory of 
Towa ; and a bill to authorize the people of said Territory 
to form a constitution and State government, and for its 
adinission into the Union. 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Dubuque, through the coun- 
ties of Jones, Cedar, Slaughter, and Henry, to the town of 
Keosauqua, in the Territory of lowa. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 





houses and jails, in lieu of lands sold by the Government. 


communicate to this House, at as early a period as possible, 


the State of Missouri. 


On motion of Mr. CRARY, it was 


structed to inquire into the expediency of so reorganizing 


Board of Navy Commissioners. 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the exprdiency of making an ap 
propriation for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Great Wabash river. 


On motion of Mr. DOWNING, it was 


Resolved. That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to enlarge or reconstruct the public buildings tor the ac- 
commodation of the legislative body of the Territory of 
Florida. 


On motion of Mr. DOWNING, it was 


Resolved, That the claim of General Duncan L. Clinch, 
for forage and other articles included in his account, fur- 
nished to the troops and militia of the United States, or 
| taken by them, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HARRISON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 











|| structed to inquire into the expediency of ceding to the 


State of Missouri such inundated and swamp lands lying 
within the said State as have not been surveyed, and which 
| have been reported as impracticable to be surveyed, or as 
| not worth the expense of surveying. 
| 
} 


On motion of Mr. YELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in 
structed to inquire if immediate legislation is necessary to 
carry into effect a treaty between the United States and the 
Republic of Texas, in relation to the running and establish - 

| ing the line between the two Governments. in accordance 
| with said treaty; and that the treaty of limits between the 
| Republic of Texas and the United States, communicated 
| to Congress at the beginning of the present session, be re- 
| ferred to the same committee. 


| Mr. BOND submitted the following, which, 
| under the rules, lies over one day: 
| Resolwed, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of making a rbad | 
from Dubuque, in the Territory of Iowa, to the Missouri || 


Iowa, to some suitable point on the Red Cedar river, and | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 


counties of Lee, Desmoines, Jackson, and Dubuque, in the | 
| Territory of lowa, lands to aid in the erection of court- | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to || 


any report he may have received from the commissioners | 
appointed to survey and run the western boundary line of || 


ent session of Congress, for the support of the Government 


| for the year 1839. should notexceed the sum of $15,000,000, 


exclusive of the revenue derived from the Post Othee De- 


| partment. 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House shall hereafter 
cause the appropriation bills to be printed with lines and 
figures, showing the amount contained in each items: of ap 
propriation, and after their second and third reading, add 
up the amount contained in each bill, and keep the same on 
his tuble ready for the examination of the members of this 
House, at all times. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, it 
was 
Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed t6 dixpose of the 


| damaged and useless stationery now on hand, on the best 
| terms he can, either at auction, or in exchange for other 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands be in- | 


stationery. 


_ Mr. McKAY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the 
House whether the accounts of any, and if any, whieh, of 
the public officers, whose names were reported by him ou 


| the 17th of January last as defautters, have, since that re 


} 
| 
i 
it 


| 


} 





Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- | 


i 
i| 
i] 
i 


On motion of Mr. McCLELLAN, of Tennes- | to furnish to this House a copy of the quarterly accounts of 


See, it was | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 


iller and Join Steers, pensions as invalids. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, it | 
was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inquire into, and report to this House, the condition of | 
the banks of Wisconsin Territory ; to ascertain whether the | 
said banks have been pat in operation in pursuance of the | 
acts of the Territory chartering such banks, and the acts of | 
sndenk ing, if any were passed, and whether the | 

nKS 


ve or have not violated the provisions of their 
ts, if any were granted. 

Resolved, That the said, Secretary also report to this 

House the character of the currency received at the differ- 


| Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the port of New York, 
in which are included credits by said collector, for three 
several Treasury warrants, to wit: 1834, August 23, No. 


| June 22, No. 993, $9,707 60. 


| QOnmotion of Mr. LEGARE, it was 


Resolved, That the Commitiee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the memorial of the Charleston Cham- 
ber of Commerce, in relation to nautical schools, be re- 
qu to take the subject into consideration, and report 
the in the course of the session. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY submitted the following 
resolution; which, under the rule, lies over one 


day: 
Risctesd, That the annual expenditures of this Govern- 
ment Ought not to exceed $15,000,000 in time of peace. 


| 
' 
| 
} 
j 
j 
i 
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| 


|| to be void, and proper to he referred again to maps 


| other com 


port was made, been settled, either in whole or in part, 
specifying in each case the nature of the settlement. 


Mr. CHAPMAN submitted the foliowing res- 
olution; which, giving rise to debate, lies over 
one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
preémption law of the 22d day of June last, so as to ¢xtend 
its provisions to all persons settled on public lands during 
the year 1835 ; also to dispense with the oath required to be 
taken under the said law. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Postmaster General, contain- 
ing the annual estimates for the year 1839; which 
was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. KENNEDY submitted the following pre- 
amble and resolution; which, under the rule, lie 
over one day: 

There having been well-founded complaints, from divers 


quarters, of manifold corrupt practices in the holding of the 
late elections, which corrupt practices are said chiefly to 


| have consisted in attempts to bribe some of the voters in said 
| elections, by means both direct and indirect; in the open and 


active interference of the officers and agents of the General 
Governmentin the conduct of the said elections; and in the 


’ y : |, employment of threats, blows, and riots, designed to pre- 
the Navy Department as to dispense with the service of the || vent the lawfub exercise of the privilege of voting; and as 
| the preservation of the purity of the elective franchise is of 
| the deepest concern to the safety of Republican Govern. 


| ment; and as it is the duty of the National and State Legis- 


latures to guard the right of suffrage against all improper 
influences ; to preserve it from all official interference ; from 
bribery, both open and secret ; from all practices that have 
the effect to hinder or prevent the free and fair expression 


| of the popular will; and as it is the especial duty of Cun- 


ress to look to “ the correction of those abuses which have 
rought the patronage of the General Government into con - 
flict with the freedom of elections :” Therefore, 

Resolved, That a select committee, to consist of — mem- 
bers, be appointed by the Chair, and that it shall be their 
duty to inquire into the existence of such abuses as, by 
common report, are charged to have been practiced in the 
exercise of the elective franchise in various quarters ef this 
Union; and that, for the purpose of this inquiry, said com- 
mittee be authorized, if they should. decm it necessary, to 


| send for persons and pepece, ‘ 
e 


Resolved, That said committee be instructed to inquire 


| into the expediency of this # ouse adopting as a rule of de- 
| cision for settling the validity of contesicd elections, some 
| provision or regulation which, with suitable limitations, 


shall, in effect, determine that actual bribery practiced in 


| any election for a seat in this Houxe by the reported suc- 


cessful candidate, or by his friends or supporters (the same 
being clearly proved to have precured tor such candidate a 
certain number of votes,) shall vitiate said election, and be 


| held as conclusive ground for setting the same aside, and 


for referring it again to the people ; that said committee be 
also instructed to inquire into the expediency of this House 


| adopting as a rule of decision in cases of contested elec- 


tions, some provision or regulation which, with suitable 
limitations, shall, in like manner, determine any election 


ple. 
‘wherein it shall be made to appear by ample proof that a 
certain number of voters frienuly to the successful candi- 


«date in such election shall have been prevented by threats, 


blows, or riots, from casting their votes in said election. 
Resolved, further, That said committee be instructed to 
report a bill to this House for the remedying of all such dis- 
orders as the experience of past years has chown to bave 
disturbed or affected the freedom and fairne=s of elections, 
the remedy whereof may be within the coustituiional power 
of Congress ; and that said committee be especially directed 


ay : | | to incorporate into said bill suitable provisions or clauses 
peg to inquire into the expediency of granting to George || 9677, $7,637 21; 1835, May 2, No. 837, $21,895 15; 1835, | by whieh it may be enacted that the salaries of all officers 


of the General Government, and all stipends, commissions, 
wages, or emoluments, agreed to be paid by the Gevern- 


| ment to any of the public servants or agents appointed by 


the Executive, shall be subjeet to the condition that the 
said officers, agents, or servants shall abstain from the ex. 
ercise of any kind of interference with the elections, either 
of the Federal Government or State governments, further 
than the quiet and orderly casting of their respective indi- 
vidual votes, under the penalty of forfeiting, for a specified 
period, one haif of their salaries, stipends, commissions. or 
as aforesaid; and that every officer. 
bad or servant of the General Government, appointed bs 
the Executive thereof, shall be rendered subject to the sx 
forfeitare, who shalt be proved before some competent judi 








cial tibunal,and upon the verdict of a jury, to have busied 
himself in any manner whatever in the ordering, adjusting, 


or proceeding of any public meeting held with a view tothe | 
promoting of any political election, or to have atiended | 


such meeting knowing its Character, or to have subscribed 
any sum of money for the detraying of the expenses of any 
—— election, or to have attended at any polls on the day of 
such election, and there have employed himself in procur- 
ing the voters or others to vote, or to have juined in any 

essions, Ineetings, Or assemblages, got up for purposes 
connected with any such election. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following 
joint resolutions; which were ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United tes of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be requested to open a 
correspondence with the Government of the confederacy 
of Central America on the subject of connecting the com- 
merce of the Gulf of Mexico with that of the Pacific ocean, 
by means of a railroad or canal, or both, and the propriety 
of authorizing the construction of a railroad or canal by the 
united capital of the citizens of the two countries. 

Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to enter into 
treaty stipulations with said Government, providing suita- 
ble guarantees for the protection of the interests of our citi- 
zens who may invest capital in the construction of such 
railroad or canal. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ee 


\| Post Roads. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of C. New- 
bold, President of the Chesapeake and Delaware 
|, Canal Company, asking Congress for an appro- 
1 ee for clearing out and deepening the an. 
|| bors at the outlets at either end of the canal; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
} merce. 
|| Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of the 
|| Mayor and Common Council of Georgetown, 
| asking an extension of time to redeem their small 
| notes; which was referred to the Committee on 
| the District of Columbia. 
|| Mr. R. also presented a memorial from the 
|; same authorities, asking Congress to grant an 
|| appropriation to aid in building the bridge across 


| 


} tee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. R. also presented the memorial of Jonathan | 


|, Elliot, praying for remission of interest on the 
|| purchase money of a lot bought from Govern- 
| ment. 


i ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Rock Creek; which was referred to the Commit- | 


Resolved, That the President be requested to depute || Mr. LINN presented the petition of a number 


some one or more officers of the engineer corps to survey || of the citizens of the Territory of Florida, pray- | 





auy ronte or routes for a railroad or canal connecting the | 
Gulf and Pacific: Provided, Said Government consent | 
thereto. 


Mr. SOUTHGATE submitted the following | 
joint resolution; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two 
thirds of each House concurring therein,) That the follow- 
ing amendment to the Constitution of the United States be | 
submitted to the Legislatures of the several States, which, 
when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the 
States, shall form a part of the Constitution of the United 
States, to wit: That, if any officer of the United States shall 
embezzle, or in any way convert to his own use, the money 
of the United States confided to his care, be shall, on con- 
vietion thereof before any of the courts of the United States 
by the verdict of a jury and the judgment of the court, be 
declared forever thereafter incapable of holding any office 
of honor, trust, or profit, under the United States, or of ex- 
ercising the right of suffrage. 

On motion, the House then adjourned till 
Wednesday, at twelve o’clock. 


Select Comniittee on the subject of past donations 
of public lands, quality surveyed, plans for dividing 
it or its proceeds, &c.—Messrs. Jounson of Mary- 
land, Davee, Aruerton, Cusuine, TILLINGHAST, 
Hour, Artan of Vermont, Parker, Aycrice, 
Porter, Miriurcan, Ropertrson, Connor, Pick- 
ens, Haynes, Meneree, McCrevzian of Ten- 
nessee, Hamer, Jounson of Louisiana, Boon, 
Prentiss, Snyper, Lewis, Harrison, YELL, and 
Crary. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvnespay, January 2, 1839. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from two 
hundred and twenty-seven ladies of Delaware 
county, Pennsylvania, praying the passage of a 
law to prohibit the slave trade, and to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. McK. said he had been instructed to move 
that it be referred to a select committee, with in- 
structions to report a bill to that effect. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the 
motion to receive was laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented the peti- 
tion and memorial of the New York Peace Soci- 
ety, asking Congress to act as arbiter between 
France and Mexico, and to take measures for 
having a Congress of nations, for the purpose of 
forming an international code of laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
a large number of the merchants of Philadelphia, 
requesting Congress to establish Newcastle as a 
port of entry; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of Dr, 
John Campbell White, praying Congress by le- 
gislation to correct an error in his naturalization 
papers; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of physicians residing in the western part of 
Pennsylvania, asking that vaccine may be trans- 


| ing for the passage of a law for the adjudication | 


| of titles to land; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Private Land Claims. 
| Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented the peti- 
| tion of Betsy Crosswell Shetmah, of New York, 
| asking a pension for services performed by her 
| husband in the revolutionary war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
| Mr. MORRIS presented the memorial of Rich- 
,ard Elliot, praying for a reconsideration of the 
| memorial and documents in his case on the files 
| of last session; which, on Mr. M.’s motion, were 
| recommitted to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Sarah 
| Smith, of Vermont; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 

Public Lands, to which was referred the bill for 

| the relief of Daniel B. Bush, reported the same 
| without amendment. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill to authorize the selec- 
tion of lands for the University of Michigan, in- 
| stead of other lands heretofore selected, reported 
| the same without amendment. 
| Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the 
| Public Lands, to which was referred the bill to 
authorize the location of preémption certificates 
| given by the register of the land office at Bates- 
ville, Arkansas, under act of May 26, 1824, on 
_any public lands in the State of Arkansas, re- 

ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to which 
_ was referred the bill to authorize the inhabitants 
_ of township eight north, range thirty-two west, 

in Arkansas, to enter a section of land upon sur- 
render of the sixteenth section for military pur- 
poses, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to which 
| was referred the bill to set apart a beltof land on 
the borders of Missouri and Arkansas, for the 
purpose of bounty lands to such volunteers as 
may serve in defense of the frontier, reported the 
| same with an amendment. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Je- 
| diciary, to which was referred the bill for the 
| relief of the heirs of Francis Newman, late col- 
| lector of internal revenue and direct taxes in 
4 Maryland, reported the same without amend- 
| ment. 


| sions, to which was referred the memorial of Brig- 
adier General John R. Fenwick, made an adverse 
report thereon. 
Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 

_ sions, to which was referred the petition and we 
_ pers of John S. Billings, introduced a bill for his 
relief; which was tead, and ordered to a second 
| reading. 
_ Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill for 
‘the relief of J. and W. Beeson, and other’, re- 
_ ported the same without amendment. 
| Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, to which was referred the bill sup- 

plementary to an act, entitled ‘* An act to amend 


mitted by mail free of postage; which was re- || an act.under the 4th article of the. treaty. with 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pen- | 
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the Choctaws of 1830,” reported a substitute fo, 
the bill. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili. 
tary Affairs, to which had been referred the mes. 
| sage of the President on the subject of the Pea 
! Patch Island, in the river Delaware, reported q 
| joint resolution authorizing the purchase thereof. 
| which was read, and ordered to a second read. 





i 
{ 





\| ing. 

i Mtr. B. also, from the Committee on Military 
|| Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of the 
widow of Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, who 
was killed in battle with the Seminole Indians, 
|| requested that the committee might be discharged 
'| from the consideration thereof, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions; which was 
agreed to. 


| 
{ 
j 
} 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, on leave, 
| and in pursuance of notice given, introduced a bil] 
|| for the relief of Alvarez Fisk, and the legal rep- 
|| resentatives of Thomas P. Eskridge; which was 
|| read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
|| tice given, introduced a bill creating a new land 
|| district in the State of Missouri, and altering the 
| boundary of the western and southwestern land 
| districts in the same State; which was read twice, 
and, with the documents relating thereto, referred 
|| to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MOUTON, on leave, and in pursuance 
of notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Madam De Lusser, and their legal 
representatives; which was read twice and re- 
ferred. 

On motion of Mr. SPENCE, the memorial of 
George McCall, on the files of the last session, 
was again referred to the Committee on Pensions, 


RESOLUTIONS. 


| 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, it was 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 








form the Senate at what time the claims of the volunteers 
|| from the State of Alabama for horses Jost in the service of 
|| the United States in the late campaign against the Semi- 
'| nole Indians will be examined and settled under existing 
| regulations, and whether any, and what, further provisions 
|| are, in his opinion, necessary to a prompt and just settle- 
I ment of said claims. 


| On motion of Mr. WALL, it was 


it 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
| 


for the removal of certain obstructions in the navigation 
|| of Newark bay and the river Passaic, in the State of New 
|| Jersey. 
On motion of Mr. WALL, the resolutions of 
the Common Council of Newark on the foregoing 
_ subject were referred to the same committee. 


| On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was 


|| Resolved, That the Seccetary of the Treasury be directed 
|| to report to the Senate the quantity of public lands sold 
|| since the 30th September, 1837, which had at the time of 
|| sale been subject to entry for five or more years prior to 
1, such sale, designating between the several quantities of 
| land which had, at the time of the sale thereof, been sub- 
|| ject to private entry for five, ten, fifteen, and twenty or 
|| more years; and also, designating the State or Territory in 
|| which each description of land so sold is situated. Also, 
|| that the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report the 
|| number of land offices now’existing under the authority of 
|| the United States. 


| On motion of Mr. LINN, it was 


Resolved, That the select committee on the Oregon Ter- 
|| ritory be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
| tending the laws of the United States over said Territory. 


| On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 


|| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
|| report to the Senate all the information in the ssion 
|, of the War Department, in relation to the present situation 


|| of the Memphis road, and what further appropriation wil! 
|| be necessary to compicte the same. : 
'| On motion of Mr. TIPTON, it was 
|| Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
|| Structed to inquire into the expediency of compensating 
\| Hiram H. Lewis and William T. Lewis for two horses lost 
by them while in the military service of the United States. 
The documents relating to the above were also, 
on Mr. T.’s motion, referred to the same com- 
mittee, ‘ 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making payment 
and compensation to A. G. Morgan, of Missouri, 
for military services in Florida, and for raising troops for 
service in that Territory. 
| On Mr. B.’s motion the papers relating to the 
foregoing were referred to the same committee. 
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which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inguire into the expediency of making an ap- 
ropriation to compensate and pay the militia who were 
called out by authority of the Indian agent at Logansport, 
Indiana, in the year 1836, to suppress a threatened riot at 
the payment of the annuity at that place, and that the papers 
relative to the same, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to said committee. \ 


PUBLIC DEFAULTERS. 


The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Young, | 
calling for information from the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. YOUNG stated that this resolution was 
similar to one which had been offered at the last 
session, and to which he was not aware there had 
been any answer received. He had been informed, 
however, that information had already been col- | 
jected, and would shortly be presented to the Sen- 
ate, which would render unnecessary a part of 


the resolution; and he therefore proposed to sub- || 
i r it the following : {Dede : 
titute fo af || this: that 8n Monday a resolution was offered by 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required | 
to report to the Senate, in addition to the information called 
for by the resolution of February 15, 1838, in relation to 
public defaulters, all defalcations which have since oc- 
curred, (with the exception of the case of Samuel Swart- 
wout, late collector of the port of New York,) and the names 
of the securities in each case; the suspended and rejected | 
jtems of credit claimed by such defaulters ; the reasons why | 
the same have not been passed to their credit; the meas- | 
ure, ifany, adopted in each case to enforce payment; and | 
the probability of ultimate indemnity to the United States. | 


The bill to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 
the two per cent. fund accruing on her almission 
into the Union, was read a third time and passed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. | 


Mr. LINN gave notice that on to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to establish a 


port of entry at Fort Independence, Missouri, || 


and to allow a drawback on such merchandése as | 
is used in the Indian trade, and the trade with 
the internal provinces of Mexico. 


Mr. BEN'TON gave notice that he would, in 


the course of a few days, ask leave to introduce || tee, if it was done in a reasonable time. 


a bill for the payment of the Missouri volunteers. 
Also, a bill to repeal the duty on salt, and the 
fishing bounties dependent thereon. 


The bill to graduate and reduce the price of the 
i lands was taken up, as the special order; | 
when 


Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, offered a resolution || 


to refer it back to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, with instructions to that committee so to 
amend it as to restrict its benefits to actual set- 
tlers. 

An animated discussion ensued, in which 
Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, WALKER, CLAY | 
of oo eet BENTON, and MERRICK, parti- | 
cipated. 

Before the question was taken on Mr. Cray’s 
proposition, 

he Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespar, January 2, 1839. 


Mr. ADAMS moved that the Journal be cor- || 


rected, so as to enter thereon the request made | 


by him on Monday, to take up and consider his || 


resolutions calling upon the President of the Uni- | 


ted States for certain information in relation to | 
the controversy between our Minister to England | 


and Daniel O’Connelli; and also that he sent to the || 


clerk’s table, to be read, a letter, threatening him 
with assassination, and that the said motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. LEWIS, in reference to that letter, said he 
was satisfied it was a quiz, and was purely ficti- 
tious, for no individual of that name was known 
in Alabama. 

i Mr. ROBERTSON bore testimony to the same 
act. 

Mr. ADAMS respected the motives of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama in vindicating the people of 
his State; but Mr. A. could not consider a threat 
of assassination, whether true or false, asa quiz, 
unless treason be a quiz, or murder be a quiz, or 
forgery be a quiz. 

Mr. A. was here called to order. 


The motion of Mr, Apaius was rejected—ayes 
70, noes 87. 


Me. SMITH, of Indiana, offered the following; | 


| entered on the Journal ? 


|| utes. 
|| 38. 


|| a gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,)} propos- 
|| Ing to.raise a select committee to investigate the 


'| He had leave to make a statement, and he was 
|| making an argument. 
PUBLIC LANDS. | 


|| Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, inquired if 
| 


| Mr. WILLIAMSdemanded the yeas and nays; 


i] B. Cathoun, John Calhoon, Wilkam B. Campbell, Carter, 
| Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Clowney, Corwin, 


The SPEAKER said it would. 

Mr. HAYNES asked leave to move that the | 
House go again into committee on the President’s 
message. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. H. moved a suspension of the rules: lost. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. CUSHMAN asked leave of the House to 
make a statement in reference to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rules, assur- 
| ing the House that he would not occupy two min- 
The rules were suspended—ayes 114, noes 


Mr. CUSHMAN expressed his acknowledg- 
ments to the House, and said he would not tres- 
pass upon its patience so long as it had taken to 
decide the question. All he wished to say was 


| conduct of the Secretary of the Treasury, and to 
inquire whether they can find sufficient evidence 
upon, which to found articles of impeachment | 
against him; and this committee was proposed to | 
be chosen by ballot. Mr. C. at the time objected 
to the then consideration of the resolution, not | 
because he was opposed toinvestigation—far from 
it; and he knew at the time the Secretary of the 
Treasury would solicit an investigation whenever 
the House desired to have it; and he would say 
now that, if the gentleman would so modify his 
| resolution that the committee should be raised 
forthwith in the usual way, Mr. C. would with- | 
draw his proposition. He was further authorized 
to say, that so anxious and so desirous was that 
distinguished officer of the Government to have 
an investigation into the whole of his official con- 
duct, that Mr. C, would now say that he would | 
| not interpose an objection to raising the commit- 


Mr. MENEFEE called the gentleman to order, 





Mr. CUSHMAN. I have done. 

the gentleman’s argument was a subject of reply ? 
[Cries of **Order!”’] I ask leave, then, to make 
a statement, 

Objection being made, Mr. P. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules; on which motion 


_ which being ordered, were—yeas 97, nays 97, not 
| two thirds: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, John W. Allen, 
| Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Buchanan, William 


| Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, 
| Deberry, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Rice 
| Garland, Giddings, Goode, James Graham, William Gra- 
| ham, Grantland, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halsted, Harper, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Robert M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jack- 
son, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William C. Johnson, Ken- 
nedy, Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, Mc- 
Kennan, Menetee, Milligan, Mitchell, Matthias Morris, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Ser- 
geant S. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rob- 
| inson, Rumsey, Russelj, Saltonstall, Augustine H. Shep- 
| perd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Southgate, Stanly, 
Stuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
| land, Underwood, Albert S. White, John White, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrard Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Wise, Word, and Yorke—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Boutdin, 
Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, John Campbell, Casey, Chap- 
man, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, 
Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, 
| Elmore, Evans, Farrington, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, 
Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Haynes, Holt, 
Howard, Hubley, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kembie, Klingensmith, Legare, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, James M. Mason, Mar- 
tin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abratam MeClellan, Mc- 
Clure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. 
Morris, Murray, Noble, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Piumer, Potts, Pratt, Reily, Rencher, Rives, Robertson, 
Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, 
Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Web- 

ster, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
| Worthington, and Yell—97. 


Mr. WISE stated that he was not present 
| when the gentleman from New Hampshire made 
| his statement; and as he also wished to make one, 
he asked of the House a similar indulgence for a 
' very.short time. 





GLEE. 


Mr. ADAMS inquired if this motion would be || Objection being made, 


a 


Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rules, 


‘and demanded the yeas and nays; which were 


ordered. 

Mr. PICKENS beggea leave to say that he 
voted against the request of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, and he could not now vote in 
any other way. 

Mr. WISE notified the House that his object 
was to make ati inquiry as well as a statement. 


He wanted to know whether the statement made 


by Mr. Cusuman was by authority of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 

he question was-then taken; and the House 
refused Mr. Wise’s request—yeas 90, nays 89; 
the motion requiring two thirds: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adama, Jolin W. Allen, Avcrigg, Biddle, 
Bond, Borden, Buchanan, John Calhoon, William 0. Camp- 
belli, Carter, Chambers, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Orabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing. Darlington, Davies, 
Deberry, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Rice Garland, 
Giddings, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grant- 


| Jand, Graves, Grennell, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 


Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Robert M.T. Hunter, Jabez Jack - 
son, William ©, Johnson, Kennedy, Legare, Lyon, Samp- 
son Mason, Maury, Mav, McKennan, Milligan, Matthias 
Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Pearce, Peck, Pope, 


| Pratt, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reneher, Ridg- 


way, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstaii, 


| Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Strepard, Sibley, Slade, 


Smith, Southgate, Staniy, Stuart, Taliaferro, Tilliaghast, 
Toland, Underwood, Aibert 8. White, John White, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrard Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Wise, Word, and Yorke—90. 

NAYS — Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, 
Brodhead, Bronson, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, 
Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, 


| De Graff, Dromgoole, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Farrington, 


Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hamer, 


| Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas 





|| B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kem- 


ble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 
Jaiunes M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert MeClellan, Abra- 
ham MeClellan, McClure, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Murray, 
Noble, Palmer, Parinenter, Parris, Pavnier, Petrikin, Pick- 
ens, Potts, John H. Prentiss, Reily, Sheffer. Sheplor, Sny- 
der, Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Taucey, 
Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Jared W. Wilhama, 
Worthington, and Yell—89. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Reports from committees were then called for, 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a resolution, which 


| was concurred in, that the Committee of Ways 
/and Means be discharged from the further con- 
| sideration of sundry estimates for new appropri- 
| ations, and that they be referred to the proper 
| committees. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee of 


| Claims, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
| for the relief of William East. 


Also, Senate bill for the relief of the corporate 
authorities of the city of Mobile, with a recom- 
mendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the same committee, re- 
| ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
| tives of Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris. 
Mr. DARLINGTON, from the same commit- 
| tee, reported a bill for the relief of the legal heirs 

of David and James Wilkinson. 

| Mr. CHAMBERS, from the same eommittee, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
| John Peebles; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the same committee, 
| made unfavorable reports in the cases of Isaac 
Bell, John H. Robinson, George Ash, and Alex- 
_ander Humphreys; which were severally laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the Committee 
of Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Thomas Ap Catesby 
| Jones, asking remuneration of expenses incurred 
on account of the South Sea exploring expedition; 
and the same was referred to the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs. 
| Mr. STUART, from the Committee of Claims, 
' made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
| Benedict J. Heard; which was Jaid on the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of the ex- 
ecutors of John Donnell, deceased; the petitions 
_ of Hiram Murphy, Robert Davis, Jonathan Da- 
| vis, Daniel Hines, and John Metealf; which 
were severally ordered to lie on the table and be 
| printed. 
| Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the same com- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


mittee, made unfavorable reporis on the petitions 
of Catharine Beard, J..L. Milligan, raim 
| Meniss, Lyman King, William H. Williams, 
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Joel Martin, and David Bartlett; which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on 


Public Lands, reported without amendment Sen- || 
ate bill to establish an additional land district in || 


the State of Alabama. 

Mr. WORD, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill tor the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of John Tremble, sen., deceased. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of the citi- 
zens of the State of Missouri, praying preémp- 
tion upon certain inundated jand in that State, 
and that they may be permitted to drain the same. 


Also, on the petitions of Samuel Davis, William | 
Also, on the || 


Brown, and Martin H. Arthur. 


titions of James Alexander Clark, Charles | 
ePherson and others, and David Bagerly; || 


which were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved that 
the vote on laying on the table the unfavorable 


report on the petition of David Bagerly, praying | 
the building of a levee on the south side of the | 


river, be reconsid¢red; which was carried. 


Mr. G. then moved that the same be referred | 


back to the Committee on Public Lands, with 
instructions to inquire into the expediency of 
making appropriation for estimates and surveys, 
and the cost thereof; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, the Committee on 
Public Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the citizens of the 
State of Illinois, praying a grant of land to con- 


the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to amend the act to reor- 
— the circuit court of the northern district of 


ee Pps which was ordered to be engrossed | 
r 


for a third reading to-day. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the same committee, re- 
ported without amendment, Senate bill entitled 
an act to amend an act entitled ** An act more ef- 
fectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other 


prmgetee. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill to authorize the 
payment of seven years’ half-pay, due on account 
of the revolutionary services of Thomas Knowl- 
ton. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Jona- 
than Dye. 

Also a bill allowing seven years’ half-pay to 
heirs of David Gould. ; 

Mr. MAY, from the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, reported a resolution authorizing | 


that committee to employ a clerk; which was re- 
jected—yeas 49, nays 82. 
Also, a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs 


of John Brown, deceased; which was ordered to || 


be engrossed for a third reading to-day. 
Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on In- 


dian Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the | 


petition of Nathaniel Taylor; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of John Smith. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of Ichabod Beard- 


sley. 

Rees a bill for the reliefof S. Barnes; and 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth French. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same 
committee, reported a bill granting a pension to 
William Ford. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John Glasson. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Samuel Parsons. 

Mr. CHILDS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Patrick Allen. 

Mr. EWLNG, from the Committee on Invalid 


William Smith. 
Also,a bill granting a pension to William Fitz- 
gerald. 


ders. 
Also, a bill granting a pension to MarthaStrong. 


Fuzgerald. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


| Me. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the same | 
| committee, reported a bill for the relief of Elijah | 


|| Blodget. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas Collins. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Samuel M. Ash- 
|| bury. 

|| Also, a bill for the relief of James Fleming. 

|| Mr. TAYLOR, from the same committee, re- 
| ported a bill for the relief of Bradbury Jepson; 
| which was ordered toa third reading, engrossed, 
|| read a third time, and passed. 

| Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, from the same com- 
|| mittee, reported the following: 

|| A bill for the relief of Robert Whitlett; 

A bill for the relief of Miron Chapin, 

A bal for the relief of Jared Winslow; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Davis; and 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Justis. 


i 


Mr. HEROD, from the same committee, re- 1 


| ported the following: 
| A bill for the relief of Josiah Parker; 
| A bill for the relief of Isaac Boyd; and 
A bill for the relief of Levi M. Robtrts. 
Mr. PLUMER, from the same committee, re- 
| ported a bill for the relief of Gideon Sheldon. 
Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, from the Com- 
| mittee on Patents, reported, without amendment, 
| Senate bill for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and 


|| Thaddeus Fairbanks. 
|| Also, without amendment, Senate bill for the 


relief of Elisha Town. 


| On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the Chair was |, 


| authorized to fill the vacancy on the Committee 


| on Foreign Affairs. 
struct roads, &c.; and the same was referred to_ 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House then 
| went into committee on the President’s annual 
| message, (Mr. Apams in the chair.) 

The question was on the series of resolutions 
moved by Mr. Haynyes to distribute the various 
| portions of the message among the appropriate 
| committees, 

Mr. CUSHMAN, who was entitled to the 
|, floor, addressed the House for some time in re- 
| ply to Messrs, Wise and Prentiss. 

|| Mr, DUNCAN then obtained the floor, and on 
|| his motion the committee rose and reported. 

| The SPEAKER laid before the House astate- 
|| mentofthe number and compensation of the clerks 
‘| in the Post Office Department. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, laid on the table. 
On motion, the House adjourned. 


a SE ake cs stiaal . 
IN SENATE, 
Tuvunrspay, January 3, 1839. 
Mr. Wuite, of Tennessee, appeared in his 
|| place in the Senate. 
| ‘The PRESIDENT presented a communication 
| from the War Department, transmitting a report 
| from the Second Auditor, containing a statement 
|| of the contingent expenses of the Military Acad- 
| emy; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
| be printed. 


i 





} PETITIONS, ETC. 


|| Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial praying 

|| for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
| the District of Columbia. 

|| On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississip- 

|| pi, the motion to receive was laid upon the table. 

|| Mr. McKEAN presented another memorial, 
_ remonstrating against the admittance of any new 

State into the Union whose constitution toler- 

_ ated the institution of slavery; and also remon- 

Ce the annexation of Texas. 

| Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, again raised 

| the question of reception. 

| ‘The PRESIDENT said there was no question 

} of reception before the Senate. 

|| Mr. KING stated that the rule had been dis- 

| tinctly settled by the decision of the Senate, and 


| did not now admit of a question. Whenever a 
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granted, when the petition related to a matter 
about which no objection would be made. 
| The PRESIDENT did not consider it the duty 
| of the Chair to state the preliminary question as 
to the vorayeiee of petitions, and thought it mar. 
| ter with which the Chair had nothing to do. |; 
|| had been the unvarying rule of the Chair, whey 
petitions involving the subject of slavery wore 
presented, to state to the Senate distinctly their 
purport, in order that some member present might 
raise the question of reception, 
Mr. RUGGLES said that, coming from the 
_ section of country he did, he felt compelled to ob. 
anes to the course indicated by the remarks of the 
Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Kine.] The peti- 
| tion does not involve the question of domestic 
| slavery in the States or Territories of this Union, 
| but was of a very different character, appertain. 
ing to questions connected with the general legis. 
| lation of the country. Though he was very un. 
| willing that the question of slavery should be agi- 
| tated or discussed in that body, he thought the 
| present memorial should be received and have a 
| proper reference. 
| Mr. McKEAN said that the petition did not 
|| involve the question of the abolition of slavery, 
and he supposed it did not come under the general 
| rule. His intention was to lay it on the table, 
_and move its reference at a subsequent period, 
| He now moved that the petition be received; and 
| on that question he asked for the bee and nays, 
The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered, 
| Mr.WIJLLIAMS, of Mississippi, said that he 
| understood the prayer of the petition to be, that 
|| no new State may be admitted into the Union 
|, whose constitution tolerates slavery; that is, (said 
‘|| Mr. W.,) one branch of the petition is on the 
|| subject of slavery; therefore, I move to lay the 
|| question as to its reception on the table. 
| Mr. MORRIS wished to obtain the decision of 
| the Chair on a question of order. He wished to 
|| know if, after the yeas and nays had been de- 
|| manded-on the question of reception, a motion to 
|| lay the question of reception on the table could 
deprive him of the right of recording his vote on 
the former question? He had always looked on 
this motion to lay on the table as a violation of 
the constitutional rights of a minority of that body. 
The Constitution, in express terms, says that the 
| yeas and nays shall be called upon the requisition 
of one fifth of the members present, and he pro- 
tested against the right—not the right, but the 
power—of a majority to deprive him and the one 
fifth of the members of their constitutional right of 
recording their votes on any question that might be 
presented to them. He did not wish to occupy 
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| time in discussing this subject on the proposition 

| at present before the Senate, but he would take a 
future occasion to bring it up in such a manner as 
to be enabled to present his views on the subject, 
and place himself in a right position before the 
country. 

The PRESIDENT then stated his decision on 
the point oforder. The Chair (he said) now finds, 
after a reference to the parliamentary rules just 
pointed out to him by the Senator from Alabama, 
that it is his duty, on the presentation of a peti- 
tion, first to put the preliminary question, ‘* Shall 
the petition be received?” It was the duty of the 
Chair always to put this question, except in those 

cases where, by universal consent, there would 
| be no objection made to the reception of the paper. 
| The Chair, in all cases where petitions in refer- 
ence to the abolition of slavery in the District of 
_ Columbia were presented, had distinctly stated 
| to the Senate the subject involved, in order that 
| the attention of those members who objected to 
|| their reception might be directed to them, and 
| that they might have an opportunity of raising 
} the question of reception. The Chair, on the 
|| present occasion, acted, as he believed, in accord- 
| ance with his duty, believing that the usual diffi- 
| culty was not involved, and that, as the petition 
related to Texas solely, it was to be received sub 








' ' | petition, in which the subject of slavery was in- || silentio, as had been the case with other memo- 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to | volved, was presented, the established course had | rials in reference to that subject. The question 


been for the Chair, and it was its duty, to state 
the preliminary question, ‘* Shall the petition be 
received ?’’ and when this was done, a motion 


Also, a bill granting a pension to Eunice San- || had always been made to lay this question of re- 
|| ception on the table; which being carried, the 
matter was ended. This was the parliamentary || On this question the Chair had no doubt. 
Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of Charles | rule; but it was usual for the Presiding Officer to || question raised b 


} now raised by the Senator from Ohio was, whether 
the question can rightfully be taken on the motion 
of the Senator from Mississippi, to lay the motion 
for reception on the table, after the yeas and nays 
have been ordered on the question of age 

e 

y the Senator from Mississipp! 


‘| dispense with it, and take the reception as for |) was one of those privileged questions that it was 
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It was like a motion for adjournment or for re- 
committal, which could be made at any stage of 
a proceeding. 

Mr. McKEAN:-then asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay the question of recep- 
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at all times competent for the Senate to sustain. | 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, 
‘| the Committee on Agriculture was discharged 
| from the further consideration of the petition of 
‘| a number of citizens of the District of Columbia, 
|| praying for an act of incorporation to enable 
\| them to raise silk; and it was referred to the 


AL GLOBE. | 
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tions, offered “yesterday by Mr. Cuar, of Ken- 
tucky. 
On this 


uestion the debate was continued by 


| Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, CLAY of Ala- 


bama, WALKER, NILES, BENTON, and 


tion on the table; which were accordingly ordered. | 
Mr. NORVELL said that the decision of the |; 
Chair, that the motion to lay the question of re- |, 
ception on the table, even after the yeas and nays | 
had been ordered on that question, was undoubt- 
edly correct. A motion to lay any subject on the 
| 

| 

} 


table was always the first privileged motion, ex- 
cept that of adjournment. But he desired to say 
that the petition under consideration embraced | 
two propositions, neither of which was before the | 
Senate. It remonstrated against the admission of | 
any State into the Union hereafter the constitu- 

tion of which sanctioned slavery. No Territory | 
or State was now, or likely to be at this session, | 
before Congress, or the Senate, asking for admis- 
sion. The memorial remonstrated against the | 
annexation of Texas, with slavery, to this Union. | 
it was well known that Texas had withdrawn | 
her application for annexation. It was not prob- 

able that it would ever be renewed by Texas; and | 
he presumed that none of us here had any dispo- | 
sition to renew it for her. In voting, therefore, 
to lay the question of reception on the table, his 
object was simply to dispense, for the present, 
with the consideration of subjects which were not | 
before the Senate, and not likely to come before | 
it for a long time. | 

The question was then taken, and decided in | 
the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabaina, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, | 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, Roane, 
Robinson, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White, and Williams 
of Mississippi—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clayton, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Morris, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Connec- 
ticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, and Williams of Maine—14. 

So the motion to receive the petition was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a petition from sun- 
dry women of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, 
praying that Congress would so regulate the com- | 
merce between the several States as to abolish | 
the sale and transfer of slaves from one State to | 
another. | 

The PRESIDENT then stated the preliminary | 
question, *‘ Shall the petition be received ?”’ | 

| 





Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, moved to 
lay the question on the table. 

Mr. McKEAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were accordingly ordered; and the question 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 12; 
as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, | 
Clay of Alabama, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, | 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tipton, 
Walker, White, Williams of Maine, Williams of Missis- 
sippi, and Wright—27. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clayton, Davis, Knight, McKean, | 

| 





Morris, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indi- 
ana, aad Swift—12. 


So the question of receiving this petition was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN paced the memorial of 
Cadwallader Evans, of the city of Pittsburg, son 
of the celebrated Oliver Evans, stating that he has 
discovered an infallible mode of preventing the | 
explosion of steam boilers, and asking that his 





Committee on the District of Columbia. 
On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, the 


| Same committee was discharged from the further || 


consideration of the petition of John Logan. 
On motion of Mr. MORRIS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Mrs. Bateman, the widow 


of the first man killed in the war of the Revolution, pray- | 


ing for a pension, and the papers of William B. Worden on 
the same subject, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MOUTON, on leave, and in pursuance of | 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of || 


Juan Pelgar; which was read twice and referred. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
tice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Thomas A. Smith; which was read twice and 
referred. 


Mr. LYON, on leave, and in pursuance of | 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of | 
Marsh, Francis La Venture, Eben- || 


Henry H. 

ezer Childs, and Linas Thompson; which were 

severally read twice and referred. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


_Mr. RIVES submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 


cate to the Senate, at as early a day as practicable, ‘ the | 


terms of any agreements,”’ injormal or otherwise, which 
may have been entered into between the Secretary of War 
and the Bank of the United States respecting the sale or 


payment of one or more bonds of that institution held by | 
the United States relative to the proceeds; of the deposit | 


thereof in said bank; the periods when, and the proportions 


in which they were to be drawn out, the places where to | 
be paid, the manner in which they were to be disbursed; | 
the time when such arrangements were entered into, and | 


whether with the bank directly, or with an agent or agents 
of the bank ; and, in the latter case, the name or names of 
such agents, together with all the correspondence which 
may have passed between the Secretary of War and the 
bapk or its agents in relation thereto. Also, copies of all 


War Department relative to the mode or medium in which 
the money arising from the sale or payment of the said bonds 
or any part thereof, was to be disbursed, and, as far as can 
be conveniently stated, the amount which has been dis- 
bursed in the notes of the bank under the said instructions, 
and the objects for which such disbursements were made, 


pee between the Secretary of War and the Bank of the 
Jnited States or its agents, or between him and any other 
Department of the Government on the subject-matter of 
these instructions. 

Mr. PRESTON offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate such proceedings as 
have been had under a law of the last session providing for 
the examination of inventions designed to diminish or pre- 
vent the calamities resulting from the explosion of steam 
boilers. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire and report what alterations, if 
any, the progress of improvement and the altered condition 


make in the charter of said city. . 


Mr. MERRICK said that the charter would 


soon expire by its own limitation, and Congress 


they may think proper. There is considerable 


circulars issued or instructions given by any branch of the 


together with all correspondence which may have taken | 


of the city of Washington render it expedient and proper to | 


have power to revoke or amend it in any form | 


invention may be ee by a committee of 


the Senate; which wasre 
on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which had been referred that part 
of the President’s message in relation to Indian 
hostilities, reported a bill to provide for the oc- 
cupation and settlement of a part of the Terri- 
ing of Florida, which was overrun by the hostile 

ians; which was read, and ordered to a second 


ing. 
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to 
vide for additional clerks in the Post Office 


erred to the Committee 


partment; which was read and ordered to a | 


second readin 


. 
Mr. STRANGE, Trom the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, made an unfavorable, report on the | 


petition of Joseph Espy. 


dissatisfaction as to the inequality of the distribu- 
tion of power in the present charter, as a great 
change has taken place in the condition of the 
city since it was incorporated, and a very large 
portion of the population of the city is not repre- 
|| sented in the corporation. 
|| marks for the purpose of attracting the attention 





of those interested, and he hoped that the citi- | 


|| zens might attend before the committee, and pre- 
|| sent their views on the subject. He hoped there 


would be no objection to its reference to the | 


Committee on the District, where the subject 
would receive the proper investigation. 
The resolution was then adopted. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


rice of the public lands came up as the unfin- 


He made these re- | 


The bill for the graduation and reduction of the | 


ished business, the question being on the adop- | 
tion of the proposition to recommit with instruc- 


| WILLIAMS of Mississippi; when, 

|| On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the 
| question on Mr. Cray’s proposition was divided, 
so as to take it first on the recommittal, and sec- 
ondly on the instructions. 

On the question of recommitment the yeas and 
/ nays were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, McKean, Mer- 
rick, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane 

|| Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Swift, an 

Williams of Maine—23. 

NAYS— Messrs. Alien, Benton, Brown, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Moa- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut 
| Tipton, Walker, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and 
Young—2. 

Previous to the vote being taken on the ques- 
tion of instructions, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, and by 
general consent, the number of acres to be grant- 
ed to each actual settler was left blank in the in- 
structions. 
| The question was then taken on the instruc- 
| tions thus modified, and was carried by the fol- 
1 lowing vote: 
|| YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
|| Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Hubbard, Knight, Lyon, Me- 
Kean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, 
| Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggies, Smith of Indi- 
|| ana, Strange, Swift, Walker, and Williams of Maine—56. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 
\| of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nor- 
|| vell, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Tipton, Williams of 
| Mississippi, Wright, and Young—17. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


| 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, January 3, 1839. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, said they had 


|| now been in session a month and passed but one 
| bill, and he supposed it was entirely unnecessary 
|| for the committees to assemble any more, as they 


|| had already more business on the Calendar than 
| they could act upon; and, believing that, he asked 
'| leave to offer a resolution providing that, in fu- 
|| ture, until otherwise ordered, the iene should 
| meet at 1] o’clock, a. m. instead of 12, m. 
|| Objection being made, Mr. W. moved a sus- 
|| pension of the rules, and called for the yeas and 
1 nays; they were refused, and the motion to sus- 
|| pend was rejected. 
|" Mr. MAY asked the House to take up Mr. 
|| CAMBRELENG’s resolution for a select committee 
|| to investigate the defalcations of Samuel Swart- 
\| wout. [Cries of ** No! no!’’] Mr. M. therefore 
|' moved a suspensien of the rules, and asked for 
f the yeas and nays, so that (he said) it might be 
|| seen who was in favor and who was against the 
i investigation. 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG said if the gentleman 
| would suffer the morning business to go regularly 
|| on, that subject would be reached sooner than by 
|| a motion to suspend. 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired of the Chair 
|| whether, if the rules were suspended, the special 
| order of to-day would not be set aside. 
|| Mr. MAY withdrew the motion. 
‘| On motion of Mr. CRABB, the bill to reor- 
| ganize the district courts of the United States in 
|| the State of Alabama was recommitted to the 
|| Committee on the Judiciary. 
‘|| The SPEAKER laid a! Al the House a com- 
| munication from the Secretary of War, in com- 
|, pliance with the provisions of an act of Congress, 
inclosing a report from the Second Auditor, 
| showing the expenditure of the appropriation for 
the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
| ment during the year 1838. 
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post 
, Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of Patrick Green. 
Mr. C. also reported the following: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire’into the expediency of 


reporting a bill for the erection of a fire-proof building for 
' the Post Office Department. 
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Mr. LINCOLN was at a loss to perceive how | 


that committee could claim cognizance of this 
matter, which belonzed to the Committee on the 
Public Buildings. The latter, too, he stated, had 
had the subject under consideration, and would 
shortly be prepared to bring ina bill for the same 
object. 

r. CONNOR did not know that the right be- | 
longed to any particular committee; but certainly 
it fell more properly within the jurisdiction of the | 
Post Office Committee. Moreover, two years ago 
that committee had reported a bill to the same 
purpert, to which no objection was then made, 
and which bill was only lost for want of time. 
The Committee on the Post Office were not tena- 
cious; but they wére now ready to report a bill, 
and intended to ask its immediate consideration; 
for it was but recently that the present temporary 
building was likely to be destroyed by fire, a wing 
to the roof of another building in the vicinity 
being on fire. 

Mr. LINCOLN referred to the terms of the 
resolution instructing the Post Office Committee 
to ** inquire,’’ whereas the other committee had 
already considered the subject. 

Mr. BOND moved to strike out ** Committee || 
on the Post Office and Post Roads,’’ and insert 
** Committee on the Public Buildings.” 

Mr. MERCER saw no necessity for instruct- | 
ing a committee to inquire into a subject already 
before them; and therefore he moved to lay the 
resolution on the table; which was disagreed to, || 
and Mr. Bonn’s amendment agreed to; and the 
resolution, as thus amended, was concurred in, 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled **An act to remit or refund to the Phil- 
adelphia, Wilmington, and Baitimore Railroad 
Company the duties upon certain railroad iron,” 

Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, from the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill granting 
a pension to John F. Wiley. 


} 
} 
RESOLUTIONS. 
| 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, on leave, submitted the 
following resoluuon; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House, as speedily as practicable, all the 
facts touching the defalcation of General Charles Grauot, 
late chie!l eugineer, showing the time when he was first a 
defaulter, and for what sum ; What orders were given stop- | 
ping lis pay in consequence of bis default, and when 5; what | 
orders were given him directing the settlement of his ac- 
counts, and when; together with all correspondence on | 
the files or books of his office relative to said Gratiot’s de- | 
faleation. And that the Secretary of War be directed to | 
comnunicate to this House, as soon as convenient, all facts 
and correspondence relative to the defaleation of any and 
every civil or military disbursing agent or officer. now in 
service, eliver in Ue staff or line, subject to the orders of 
the War Department, who has failed within the last two 
years, for a jenger period than two months, to settle his 
accounts in the manner prescribed by law, or who, upon | 
setdement, lias been found in arrears to the Government, 
and has failed to pay over the balance against him when || 
demanded. 


On motion of Mr, A. H. SHEPPERD, it was_ 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be || 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by | 
law fer the location and satisfaction of the bounty land wars 
rant issued to James Ward, of North Carolina. | 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, it 
was 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 
quested to communicate to this House such information as 
he may have received touching the invasion of the south- 
western frontier of the United States, by an armed force 
trom the Republic of Texas. | 


WISCONSIN ELECTION CASE. 


| 
1 
Atone o'clock the special order of the day, || 
beang the consideration of the contested election || 
for a Delegate from Wisconsin Territory, came || 
up. 

The question was on the adoption of the fol- | 
lowing resolauion of the Committee of Elections: || 

Resolved, That James Duane Doty is entitle] to a seat in || 
this House as a Delegate from Wisconsin Territory, and || 
that George W. Jones is not so entitled. 

The report was made on the 21st of December, 
and twice postponed at the solicitation of the con- || 
testant, (Mr. Jowes,] till it was positively made | 
the special order for this day. | 

The report was in the following words: i 


The Committee of Elections, to whom was referred the || 
order of the House on the subject of the “ right to a seat in || 
the House as the Delcagate from the Territory of Wiscon- || 
sin”? report : 1 

That, by the order of the House as submitted to them, j| 


_ THD. DONGREAIOMUL CLOSE. 


a —_ ~ ——- = aos — oo — 
the only question which presented itself was, whether or 
| not the Territory was entitled to a representation by a Del- 
| egate? 


In deciding this question the committee could have 
no difieulty, and might bave absolved itself from further 


trouble by reporting an affirmative resolution. But betiev- | 


ing the intention of the House, in making the order, to have 
been that the committee should examine the whole ground, 
and not only report as to the right of representation, but 
also designate the person who was the rightful representa- 
tive, they proceeded to perform that duty, and report the 
following as the result of their investigation. By the act 
of 20th of April, 1836, which act was to take effect the 4th 
of July following, the Territory of Wisconsin was organ- 
ized, and the Territorial government established ; and by 
the fourteenth "section of that act it was declared “ that a 
Delegate to the House of Representatives of the United 
States, to serve for the term of two years, may be elected 
by the voters qualified to elect members of the Legislative 
Assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and priv- 
ileges as have been granted to the Delegates of the several 


| Territories of the United States to the said House of Rep- 
| resentatives; the first election shall be held at such time 


and place or places, and be conducted in the same manner 
as the Governor shall appoint and direct; the person hav- 


| ing the greatest number of votes shall be declared by the 


Governor to be duly elected, aud a certificate thereof shall 
be given to the person so elected.”? By virtue and in pur- 


| suance of the said act of Congress, Henry Dodge, the Gov- 


ernor of said Territory, (duly appointed,) issued a procla- 


| mation, dated the 9th of September, 1836, wherein, amongst 


other things, he orders and directs that the first election tor 
members of the House of Representatives and Council 
shall be held on the second Monday of October, then next 
ensuing ; and did also “ direct and appoint that, at the same 
time and place specified for electing the members of said 
Legislature, there shall be elected, by the voters of the sev- 
eral counties, one Delegate to the Congress of the United 


| States for the term of two years, agreeable to the fourteenth 
| section of the act of Congress.” In pursuance of said proc- 


lamation, an election for a Delegate in Congress was held, 


| and George W. Jones was duly elected, as appears by the 
|| certificate of the Governor, herewith reported, and marked 


A. 

It appears by the Journal of the House of Representatives 
that on the 5th day of December, 1836, Mr. Jones appeared, 
was qualified, and took his seatin the House as a Delegate 


| from Wisconsin Territory. 


From further evidence before the committee, it appears 
an election fur a Delegate to Congress from the Territory 


| of Wisconsin was held on the 10th day of September, 1838, 
| in conformity with the act of Congress and the laws of the 
| Territory, which resulted in the election of James Duane 


Doty, as appears by the certificate of the Governor, here- 
with reported, and marked B. 
No doubt exists as to the due élection of Mr. Doty to 


| serve as a Delegate for a term of two years: but the ques- 
tion presented to the committee is this: When does his 


term of service commence? On the one side, it is com- 


tended thatit commences with his election, or at least with | 
the date of the Governor’s certificate of his election; on | 
the other side, it is contended that the term for which Mr. | 
Jones was elected in the fall of 1836 does not expire until 

the 4th of March, 1839; and in support of this view of the | 
case, reference is made to the act of Congress of 3d March, | 


1817, the first and only section of which now in force is in 
the words following : 


“In every Territory of the United States in which atem- | 


porary government bas been, or hereafter shall be, estab- 
lished, and which, by virtue of the ordinance of Congress 


of 13th July, 1787, or of any subsequent act of Congress, | 
passed or to be passed, now hath, or hereafter shall have, | 


the right to send a Delegate to Congress; such Delegate 
shall be elected every second year, for the same term of two 
years, for which members of the House of Representatives 
of the United States are elected.” 

Reference is also made to the act of 16th February, 1819, 
in which it is provided that the citizens of Michigan ‘T'erri- 
tory be, and they are thereby, authorized ’to elect one Dele- 
gate to the Congress of the United States; that the person 
who shall receive the greatest number of votes at such elec- 
tion, shall be furnished by the Governor of said Territory 
with a certificate, setting forth that he is duly elected the 
Delegate for the term of two years from the date of said 
certificate. 

Under the act of 1819, Mr. Jones was elected a Delegate 
for Michigan ‘Territory, in October, 1835, and took his seat 


at the ensuing session, in December, 1835. By the act of | 


June, 15, 1836, the constitution and State government which 
the people of Michigan had formed for themselves was ac- 
cepted, ratified, and confirmed, and she was declared to be 


| one of the United States of America, and was admitted into 


the Union according tothe boundaries therein prescribed, on 


| condition that the boundaries so prescribed and established 
should receive the assent of a convention of delegates elect- | 
ed by the people of said State, for the sole purpose of giving | 


the assent required ; and as soon as said assent was given, 


| the President of the United States was to announce the 


same by proclamation; and thereupon, and without any 
further proceeding on the part of Congress, the admission 


of said State into the Union shall be considered as complete. |: 
| A convention of delegates, elected for the purpose ex- 
| pressed in the said act, was held, and gave their assent to 


ee boundaries therein described, on the 15th of December, 


The committee is of opinion that although, in October, 
1835, Mr. Jones was elected a Delegate for Michigan Ter- 


| ritory to serve two years, yet, in the nature of the case, his 
| term of service could not survive the existence of the cor- 
| poration he was elected to serve. If the corporation of the 


Territory of Michigan was dissolved before the expiration 
of the two years tor which he was elected, his office, as 


|| well as that of all other territorial officers, expired with it. 
| It would seem to the committee that the Territory of Mich 


igan, as a political carporation, was no more after the pas- 
sage of the act of 15th June, 1836, organizing and erecting 
Michigan into a State; for, althongh there was a condition 
in that act, on compliance with which only she was to be 
admitted into the Union, yet that did not derograte from 
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her eharacter as a State, or prevent her from exercising a)) 
the powers of a State. Her being a State, and, as such 
heing admitted into the Union, are iwo different thinos’ 
She might be a State, and was a State, exercising all tne 
powers of a State under her own constitution, before sii 
was admitted into the Union, and before the election j), 
Wisconsin in October, 1836, At the time Mr. Jones Was 
elected a Delegate for Wisconsin Territory, iu Octobe; 
1836, he was not a Delegate for Michigan Territory, forth. 

| plain reason that no such Territory was in existence, In 
December, 1836, he took his seat, and was sworn, as a De. 

egate from Wisconsin, since which he has served two years 

—the full period allowed him by law. But it is alleged jy 

Mr. Jones that, under the act of 1817, a Delegate must be 

elected only for one Congress, and not for parts of two eon. 

gressional terms ; that his term as a Delegate from Wisconsin 

did not commence until the 4th of March, 1837, and conse. 

| quenily Will not expire until the 4th of March, 1839. In this 

the committee does not coucur with him ; because it would 

have been leaving Wisconsin unrepresented for one whole 
session, contrary to the intention of the peopleas expressed 
in electing a Delegate in October, 1836, in conformity with 
| the privilege granted them for that purpose by the act of Con. 
gress of April, 1836 ; and because it does not follow, from 
| the act ef 1817, that a Delegate from a Territory must be 
| elected for and serve the same two years for which mem. 
| bers from the States are elected; but (although this eon. 
| struction is not given with entire confidence in its correct. 
| ness) the committee would construe the law to mean that 
| Delegates should be elected for the same length of tine 
| as Representatives from the States. This construction js 
| fortified by the fact that, previous to that law, Delegates 

were elected annually. Such construction will not clash 
| with any provision of the Constitution, as Delegates are so 
far the mere creatures of Jaw that their term of service nay 
be long or short, and may commence and terminate at such 
| periods as Congress, in their wisdom, may direct. 

But if in this construction of the act of 1817 the commit. 

| tee should be in error, still their opinion would induce them 

| to give Mr. Doty the seat, because, as the committee be. 
| lieve, that act has nothing to do with the present contest, 
| It is nothing but an act of Congress, and, of course, subject 
| to the control of subsequent legislation. It was controlled 

(if Mr. Jones’s construction of it be right) by the act of 

1819, which directed that the Delegate of Michigan should 

serve two years from the date of the certificate of the Goy- 

ernor, without regard to the commencement of his term— 
| whether at the beginning or in the middle of a term of Con- 

gress, So would it be controlled by the act of April 20, 

1336, organizing the Territory of Wisconsin, which gives 

the power to its citizens to elect a Delegate to represent 

them in Congress, without fixing any time for the com- 
|; mencement of his services; consequently, according to 
common construction in all such cases, where an obligation 
is imposed, or a duty to be performed, and no time fixed tor 
discharging the obligation or performing the duty, it is tobe 
done forthwith; and therefore the inference is that Mr, 

Jones's duties as a Delegate from Wisconsin commenced 

with his election in October, 1836, and terminated with Mr. 

Doty’s election in 1838, ‘The act of April, 1836, organizing 

the Territory, needs the aid of no other ; it is perfect in it- 

self, and would seem to be independent of all other acts. 
On the whole, after all the consideration which the com- 
mittee have been abie to bestow on the subject, they have 
no hesitation in saving that considerable difficulty exists in 
reconciling the provisions of the different acts which may 
be supposed to have a bearing on the matter; yet they feel 
a great degree of confidence in two positions: first, that it 
was the intention of Congress, by the act of April, 1836, or- 
ganizing the Territory, to afford the people of the Territory 
the privilege of an immediate representation in Congress 
by a Delegate to be elected by themselves; and, second, 
| that the people of the Territory acted with a viéw to the 
enjoyment of that privilege in electing a Delegate in Octo- 
ber, 1836. The conclusion would then seem to be that Mr 

Jones has served out the term for which he was elected in 

October, 1836, and that Mr. Doty is entitled to the seat un- 

der his election in 1838, 

The committee submit the following resolution: ‘ 

Resolved, That James Duane Doty is entitled to a seatin 
this House as a Delegate from Wisconsin Territory, and 
that George W. Jones is not so entitled. 


A. 
Certificate of the election of G. W. Jones. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Wisconsin Territory, November 1, 1836. 
I, Henry Dodge, Governor of the Territory of Wisconsin, 
|| do hereby certity that, in conformity with the organic law 
of Congress, passed April 20, 1836, and agreeable to the 
fourteenth section of said act of Congress, I have caused 
elections to be holden in the severalcounties in this Terti- 
tory for a Delegate to the Congress of the United States, 
serve for the term of two years; and I hereby declare and 
make known that George W. Jones, esq., has been duly 
elected a Delegate to the Congress of the United States, 
agreeably to the provisions of said organic law. 
| Given under my hand and seal, this 1st day of November, 


A. D. 1838. 
H. DODGE, [t. s.] 


B. 
Certificate of the election of J. D. Doty. 
Territory or Wisconsin, EXecuTive DEPARTMENT. 
To» all to whom these presents shall come, greeting : 

This is to certify that, at an election held in the Territory 
of Wisconsin, on the 10tb day of September last, in con- 
'| formity with the act of Congress establishing the Territorial 
‘| government, and the laws of the said Territory, James 
'| Duane Doty received the highest number of votes for ‘be 
|| office of Delegate to the Congress of the United States, and 

| is therefore declared to be duly elected. 
‘| In testimony whereof [ have hereunto set my hand, and 
| caused the great seal of t erritory to be affixed. 
|. [u. s.] Done at Mineral Point, this 27th day of October, in 
i the yearof our Lord 1838. 

HENRY DODGE. 
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2 “Mr. CRAIG called for the reading of theopin- || signed by Colonel Bankhead, Major Kirby, || 


= y iTS M? TEES. 

b, ions of Me. Jones’s counsel, (Messrs. Jonesand | Captain Lovell, and twenty other officers of the eae ie ea sek 
ss Key;) which was done; and then ; Army of the United States, praying that the pay | Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- 
> Mr. THOMAS moved to amend the resolution | of the officers of the line and the staffof the Army | sions, to which had been referred the petition 
in by transposing the names, so as to declare Mr. || may be equalized. and papers of Hannah Laughter, reported a bill 
1a Jones entitled to the seat, and proceeded atlength | Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of | to place her on the pension hst; which was read 
2 to oppose the conclusions of the report. | William Redman, a merchant of New York, | and ordered to a second reading. tue 
" Mr. CUSHING was understood to argue in | praying that certain duties paid by him may be Mr. TIPTON, from the ¢ ommittee on Claims, 
He favor of vacating the seat of the sitting Delegate, | refunded; which was referred to the Committee || to which the same had been referred, reported 
ns upon the ground of the irregularity and illegality | on Finance. | withouteamendment the bills for the relief of 
y of the tenure by which he held it,and in favor of | | Mr. LYON presented the petition of Joseph | John F. Scott and John Magill 
q the amendment of Mr. Tuomas; and intumated | Campan, praying that his title may be confirmed Also, with an amendment, the bill for the relief 
in that he would, at the proper time, move a divis- || to a small tract of land on the border of Lake St. | of Charles A. Dodd. 
- jon of the question. Clair, in the State of Michigan. Mr. T., from the same committee, to which 
-” The question was further argued by Messrs. Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of | was referred the petition and documents of Rich- 
. RANDOLPH, CRARY, FLETCHER, and | the Chamber of Commerce of the city of Phila- | ard Robertson, of Alabama, reported a bill for 
ed TILLINGHAST, in favor of the resolution as | delphia, signed by Daniel W Cox, their Presi- his relief; which was read and ordered to a 
= reported by the committee. dent, asking for an appropriation to clear out their second reading. : : 
i Mr. DE GRAFF having obtained the floor, | harbor at the mouth of the Delaware and Chesa- Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
be moved the previous question; which motion was || peake canal and in the Delaware; which was re- Land Claims, to which the memorial on the sub- 
n- sustained, and the main question was ordered. _ ferred to the Committee on Commerce. ject was referred, reported a bill to confirm the 
- The question being upon concurring with the || Onmotionby Mr. LUMPKIN, leave wasgiven | utle to a certain tract of land in the county of 
resolution as reported by the committee, to William Fuller to withdraw his petition and | Mobile; which was read and ordered to a second 
a“ Mr. ROBINSON moved a called of the House. , papers presented at the last session. reading. 
‘is The SPEAKER decided that it was not in or- || NOTICE OF A BILt Mr. L., from the same committee, to which had 
me der, the previous question having been seconded. | to . | been referred the bill for the relief of Juan Pelgar, 
” The laces then adopted the resolution of the | Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-mor- | reported the same without amendment. 
ay committee by the following vote—yeas 165, nays | row ask leave to bring in a bill to authorize the Mr. L. also, from the same committee, to 
ch 25: Portage Canal Company to enter at the Govern- | which had been referred the bill to revive the act 
, YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John |, ent price certain lands in the Wisconsin Terri- entitled ‘*An act to enable claimants to land 
. W. Allen, es eee Averise, Banks, | tory, at or near the Fox river portage. within the limits of Missouri and the Territory 

y, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, || ; : : we 
- ae. Bronson, Buchanan, William B Calhoun, com | BILLS INTRODUCED. pe recon pe a“ ne only Sew KS Fe te 
e breleng, William B- Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, | Mr, CLAY, of Alabama, in pursuance of pre- | Ry oe SU , Pe ee ee 


and an act amending the same,’’ reported the 
same with an amendment; which was read. 
Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- 


: Casey, Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Childs, Coffin, . a ee eS wipes : | 
ed Connor, Corwin, Crabb, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, || VlOUS notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
Hd Cushman, Darlington, Dawson, Davee, Davies, Deberry, | duce a bill supplemental to the act entitled ** An 
De Graff, Dunn, Edwards, Elinore, Evans, Everett, Richard || act to grant preémption rights to settlers on the | }.. 7. sti sate. hes ictal oatilas : , 
Fletcher, Isaae Fletcher, Poster, Pry, Gallup, James Gar- | nablio laude. . anainead 594 June, 1830: which |} ic Lands, to which had been referre d the bill for 
iand, Rice Garland, Giddings, Goode, James Graham, Wil- A : ® the relief of Alvarez Fizk, and the legel repre- 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 


iam Graham, Grantiand, Graves, Gray, Grenneil, Griffin, || 48S ! sentatives of Thomas P, Eskridge, reported the 
Haley, Hail, Marian, Harper, Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, | Public Lands. 





= Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Holt, Noward, Robert M.T. Hun- || Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of notice given, uM ee — we snciteitiés 1.06 whic) 
m wr, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph |) obtained leave, and introduced a bill for the relief ee nee eee 
. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, Kennedy, Legare, || ddan heen) ’ “he f Eliha H uB “ had been recommitted the bill providing for the 
be Leadbetter, Lewis, Heinpaln, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, James || ° hi h ega Se ote aes ‘ 4 u fla ®Y3; | reduction and graduation of the price of the pub- 
te M. Mason, Sampson Mason, May, Maxwell, McKay, Robert || Which was read twice and relerred, ° ith 1 ; rl the > 
_ McClellan, Abraham McClellan, MeKennan, Mercer, Mil- || Mr. PRENTISS, onleave, introduced a bill for lic lands, with instructions to amésd the same, 
be a naam WS 5 Cetera a steoteme:. 10 mone so as to limit the sales at the reduced prices to 
Ir ligan, Mitchell, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Maury, || the relief of Dennis Tramell!; which was read twice : 
od Naylor, Noble, Ogie, Owens, Paynter, Pierce, Peck, Pen- re ’ actual settlers, &c., &c., reported back the same 
fr nybacker, Petrikin, Pickens, Plumer, Potts, Pratt, John H. | 20d referred, : amended in accordance with the instructions. 
“ Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randowh, Reed, Reily,Reneher, | Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of previous notice, Mr. WALKER aaid he would take this ocea- 
it Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, | obtained leave, and introduced a bill to authorize | .; : : wom 
| Saktonstall, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shep- , aie ie f mges onion i sell |, sion to say that the committee considered them- 
‘ lor, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Spencer, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, || PAY™Ment to be made to certain Missourt volun- | selves restricted by their instructions to the lim- 
m- : me, Tavior. Tho: Tillinghast, Titus. T > | teers for services rendered in 1829 and 1836; | :,.;; : 
ve Sustoge t Ser, Chom pepe, Tilingbeat, Ties, ceyenes it whtil? tha itiai teks aed We i ie ; | itation of the sales at reduced prices to actual 
: ouces ns, furney, Underwood, Vanderveer. age- \| c a eterrea,. j , > > = 
m ner, Albert s. White, John White, Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- if Mr FOSTER in ursuance of revious notice j settlers. It was proposed, however, by the com 
+ liams, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. | oh rained | vie P ced fi sade || ree add to the number of those who are to 
* Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—165. || obtained leave, and introduced a bill toamend the || he permitted to purchase at such reduction, those 
~ wey g— Memes. Bouldin, John Calhoon, Coles, Drom- || &ct entitled ** Anact to peepee the ee. ee || persons who, being actual cultivators, wished to 
a goole, Ewiug, Hamer, Harrison, Hawes, Hubley, Keim, || nessee to issue grants, and perfect titles to lands || s P the ag eae 
“ Logan, Martin, Maury, MeCinre, Morgan, Parmenter, Par: || therein siated and to settle the claims to vacant | ade so Casi, rms. percons.of $e. paulie leds 
4 ns, Pope, Southgate, Stuart, Thomas, Webster, and Chris- || ; sas ch || contiguous to them. But this amendment the 
a topher H. Williams—25. || lands unappropriated within the same,” passed || committee would not propose till the bill was up 
, ; || 18th April, 1806; which was read twice and re- || por he S f iderati M w 
. Mr. Dory then presented himself at the Speak- || fq 1 " ore t a ee or Sia ae i a i 
Ir er’s table, and was qualified as the Delegate from || ey ses || then moved thatthe amendments be printed, anc 
> Wisconsin Detrisory. 7 | Chae ponee ere to the State of Tennes- || made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 
On motion, the House then adjourned. Me the public lan “ts within the Tright of || The amendments were then read, limiting the 
—innaspeateta a heth aitn acl | predidiptige {4 fix y, an er rng Ay | sales of the public lands at the graduated and re- 
bin . . on In favor of occupants at twelve and a || duced prices, under such regulations as may be 
nid IN SENATE. half cents per acre, and directing the proceeds to || pebadttilead by the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
Fray, January 4, 1839. > rs os a of ptt beth | such persons as are, or are about to become, bona 
‘| Carolina land warrants—any me us to be ac- || fide actual settlers. 
PETITIONS, ETC. '| counted for to the United States. On the 1st Jan- 7 Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, hoped the chairman 
Mr. McK t iti || uavy,1844, all vacant waste and refuse lands lying | : Sa sf . 
presented the petition of alarge || U8¥Y: mene y!Dg || of the committee would concur with him in post 
oumber of citizens of Erie county, Pennsylvania, || within the ** reservation,” are ceded forever to || poning the bill till Monday next. ‘This would 
* praying Congress to pass a law authorizing and | Tennessee without reserve. } | give gentlemen more time for examining the 
he requieine ms Laren * a peony to build || RESOLUTIONS. ‘| amen — ne noes made, = for pre- 
d an armed steamboat, to be used as a revenue cut- | . : " ceive 
" ter on the northern lakes; which was referred to | Mr. MOUTON submitted the following reso- | eantee Stace oat cdiuaaenaiwetaend of 
ad ihe ormmal lien on Commerce. 1 _o pe Military Affairs be in- | the Capitol was not such as to render one day a 
5 oe ve { e Commi I airs be in- . ¢ 
aly Mr, eye presented the petition of General |} structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro. || ™atter of very great importance with regard to 
€8, James eftwitch, late of the revolutionary army, || priation for the erection of barracks in the vicinity of |, this bill. : 
praying for an increase of his pension; which | Shreevesport, in the State of Louisiana, for the accommo- | Mr. YOUNG said he would be giad to have an 
* was referred to the Committee on Pensions. || dation of such military force as may be necessary for the opportunity of suggesting an amendment, which 
Mr. R. also presented the petition of certain | Pftection of our frontier settlements in that neighborhood. | 1) thought would be acceptable to all parties 
holders of lots in the city o 7 ‘eal Mr. LUMPKIN presented the following reso- | r ; ision in this bil 
y ashington, pray- 4 . P £ That was, to make the same provision in this 
ing that a Jaw may be passed authorizing the |, !ution; which was adopted: as was made in the existing laws in regard to the 
x Mayor of said city to make deeds to them for the || ‘ pestonty Tees. Fie, Comniaae on ie a Office aot _ entry of quartersections, allowing theentry where 
\T. same: ; ‘ || Os Oads be instructed Lo inquire into and investigate the ‘ . . 
ihe BE which yet, ae to the Committee on |, causes and impediments which so often obstruct the regular the individual made oath that he wanted the tand 
fe istrict of Columbia. ; .. || and panetual transportation of the mailtoand from theseat either for his own use, for actual cultivation, or 
- _Mr. KING presented the memorial of Wil- || of Government on the great leading post routesof the coun- for the benefit of the improvements already held 
ial liam H. Slacum, of the District of Columbia, |! ep and poner, gt serene. auch. semneny as may by him. This would be avery useful provision, 
18 asking compensation for his expenses and. ser- } RECS SAYRE £0 COS SIREN OF Nr | as there were a number of persons owning small 
re vices in the examination made by him of the ter- || Mr. BENTON submitted the following reso- 1 farms who wanted the waste lands contiguous to 
: ritory of the United States on the Oregon or Co- | lution; which was adopted: 4) them, such as marsh lands for pasturage, and 
nd lumbia river, under the orders of the United || Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | barrens for timber; and they ought to have the 
et. States; which was referred to the Committee on |) '® communicate to the Senate any authentic information || benefit extended to them of purchasing such at 
in the District of Columbi |, he may recently have received in respect to the modes of | | saad. ont 
M osumpdia, or | collecting, keeping, and disbursing public moneys in foreign | the reduced prices. 
. r. BENTON presented several petitions, || countries. i) MreCLAY, of Alabama, observed that the pro- 
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vision suggested by the Senator from Lilinois was 
the very amendment that the committee proposed 


to offer, when the bill came up for consideration, | 


as had just been notified to the Senate by the 
chairman of the committee. 
postponement, he hoped the Senate would make 
the bill the special order of the day for to-morrow, 
and give that earnest that it is not their intention 
to permit it to be killed by delay. 

r. BENTON observed that, to make the bill 
the special order of the day for any day named, 
even for to-day, would put it behind a bill (the 
Cumberland road bill) which was already a spe- 
cial order. 

Mr.WALKER said that, under all the circum- 
stances, and as he thought the Senate would prob- 
ably adjourn over to Monday, he would, for his 
part, agree to make tlie bill the special order for 
that day, provided he had a general understand- 
ing, both from the opponents of the bill and from 


the friends of the Cumberland road bill, that no | 
other business should take precedence of it on | 


that day. 
This understanding being generally given, 
The question was taken, and the bill was post- 
— to, and made the order of the day for, 
onday next. 
The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 


Rives, relative to the transactions between the | 


Secretary of War and the agent of the Bank of 
the United, States, growing out of the sales of the 
bonds of the said 


WRIGHT, KING, and NILES, took part, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Farivar, January 4, 1839. 


Mr. MARTIN asked the consent of the House 
to take up on its passage the amendatury bill to 
reorganize the district courts of Mississippi; but 


Mr. CHAMBERS objected. 


Mr. MAY moved a suspension of the rules, to | 


take up Mr. CamBrecena’s resolution to raise a 
select committee to investigate the defalcations of 
Samuel Swartwout, and demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

r. LEGARE trusted the House would go on 


In relation to the || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


—————— 
'| carrying into effect the convention between the 
| United States and the Republic of Texas, for 
marking the boundary between them, giving no- 
, tice that he should call it up to-day. 
Mr. LEGARE, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill for the 
relief of Thomas Sumpter. 
|| Mr. CUSHING, from the same committee, re- 
, ported a bill to provide for the protection of citi- 
zens of the United States residing in the Oregon 
Territory, or trading on the Columbia river or its 
| tributaries. 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to print five thou- 
|| sand extra copies of the accompanying report. 
|| Mr. ADAMS moveé ten thousand, which Mr. 
| Dromcoote accepted; and the motion was agreed 
|| to nem. diss, 
| _ Mr. SIBLEY, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pen- 
| sion to Leonard Smith. 
Mr. HEROD, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Samuel B. Hugo. 


| 


} 
i} 


on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Nick 
alias Rignal Henry, deceased. 


| Also, a bill for the relief of the legal represent- 


_ atives Of James Broadhurst, deceased. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the select 
| committee on the public lands, reported the fol- 


| lowing resolution; which was concurred in: 
nk, came up for considera- | 
tion; and, after a debate in which Messrs. RIVES, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 

authorized to appoint a clerk, and to have the various 

|| propositions which may be submitted for their consideration 
printed. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO submitted the following 
| preamble and resolutions; which were referred to 
the select committee on the public lands: 


|| Whereas the Continental Congress for the then Confed- 
|| eracy of the United States did, by resolution, in the year 
1780, recommend to the several States of the Confederacy, 
or Federal Union, having claims to western lands, a liberal 
surrender thereof, as a common fund, in aid of establishing 
the public credit, and to discharge the debt incurred by the 
then existing war with Great Britain ; and whereas the State 
of Virginia, responding to the said recommendation of Con- 
|| gress, did, on the 2d day of January, by an act of her Legis- 
|| lative Assembly, adopt and submit to Congress, for their 
|| consideration and acceptance, the terms and conditions on 
which tnt State would surrender to the United States, for 
the purposes aforesaid, all the lands within the chartered 
boundaries of Virginia north and west of the river Obio; 
and whereas Congress, having the said terms and conditions 


with the private business, for they were really | of cession proposed by the State of Virginia under consid- 


doing gross injustice to claimants in tnus, from 
time to time, setting it aside. 


The House refused to suspend the rules—yeas | 


101, nays 83; not being two thirds. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee of 


Claims, reported a joint resolution in favor of the | 


claim of Captain John Downs. 


Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made | 
an unfavorable report on the petition of David | 


Powers; which was laid on the table. 


Mr. RUSSELL, from the same committee, || 


reported a bill for the relief of Frederick Rich- 
mond. 
Mr. GRAY, from the same committee, report- 


ed, without amendment, Senate bill for the relief | 
of Jechonias Pigot and Benjamin Lecraft, sure- | 


ties of James Manney, late collector of the cus- 


toms for the district of Beaufort, in the State of | 


North Carolina. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the same com- | 


mittee, reported a bill for the relief of William 
A. Whitehead. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, the Commit- 
tee of Claims was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petitions of John Harmon 
and William Harmon, and they were referred 


to the Third Auditor of the Treasury for adjust- | 


ment, 


On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the Commit- | 


tee on Indian Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of William 
Smith. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on 


Commerce, reported, without amendment, Sen- 


ate bill for the relief of the owners of the British 
brig gone 
Mr. C 


nerate the captors of the privateer Lydia. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Committee on | 


Foreign Affairs, reported a bill to provide for 


IRTIS, from the same committee, re- | 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill to renu- | 


|| eration, resolved, on the —— day of September, 1783, to ac- 
1] cept the same, with the exception only of a stipulation in 

said terms of cession requiring the United States to guar- 
antee to Virginia the residue of her western territory lying 


| Virginia, assenting to the proposed exclusion from her terms 
| of cession, did, by an act of her Legislative Assembly, au- 
thorize her then delegates in Congress to execute the con- 
templated deed of cession ; whereupon, and in virtue of the 
full powers vested in them, the said delegates, then present, 
did, on the Ist day of March, 1784, execute a conveyance 
to the United States for all the lands to which Virginia had 
claim north and west of the river Ohio, according to the 
original terms and conditions proposed by Virginia to Con- 
gress for the cession thereof, with the exception only of the 
guarantee aforesaid, proposed by Congress to be excluded 
| therefrom, and assented to by Virginia, as aforesaid; and 
| whereas the original terms and conditions proposed by Vir- 
| ginia, and assented to by Congress, for the cession by that 
| State of all her lands north and west of the Ohio, impose 
the following obligations on Congress: 

1. That, provided the State of Virginia had not reserved 





' the river Ohio to satisfy the land bounty promised by Vir- 


nental line of the Army, and who served in her own State 
establishment, Congress should make up such deficiency, 
and of good lands lying between the Scioto and Miami 
rivers. 

2. The aforesaid terms and conditions of cession provide, 
|| and it is soexpressed in the deed, “ that all the lands in the 


| territory hereby ceded to the United States, and net re- | 
|| served or appropriated for any of the before mentioned pur- | 
| poses, or disposed of in bounties to the officers and soldiers 


|| of the American Army, shall be considered a common fund 
|| for the sole use and benefit of such of the United States as 
|| have become, or shall become, members of the Confedera- 
|| tion, or Federal alliance of the said States, Virginia inclu- 
sive, according to their respective proportions of the gen- 
|, eral charge and expenditure, and shall be faithfully and 
|| bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use 
or purpose whatever.” 

esolved, That the select committee to whom that part 
|| of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury in relation to 
the public lands was referred, be instructed to inquire and 
report whether the conveyance of the lands above referred 


trust for the specific objects expressly enumerated in the 
@eed of cession. 


| cially whether Congress, out of the ceded territory 


Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, from the Committee | 





\| 
|| south and east of the river Ohio; and whereas the State of 


a sufficient quantity of good lend on the southeast side of 


ginia to her officers and soldiers who served in the conti- | 





to, by Virginia, to the United States, is nota conveyance in | ive yeas 52, nays 95 
| omar ’ . 


2. Whether those objects have been satisfied, and a 

as | 
made provision for the deficit of good lands on the south. i 
east side of the Ohio river. and to satisfy the land ty | 





_ January 4, 


diers of the Virginia line on Continental establishment: if 
not, Ought to be promptly made for that purpose. ; 
3. What quantity of the ceded territory has been, or the 
proceeds thereol, devoted and applied towards the =pecific 
objects enumerated in the deed of cession ; and what quan. 
tity of the said territory bas been devoted to uses and pur. 
poses not comprehended in the terms and conditions of 
cession ; finally,if it shall appear that there will be a stir. 
plus of land in the ceded territory beyond what is required 
to satisfy the objects and purposes specially enumerated in 
the original terms and conditions, in pursuance of Which 
the deed of cession was executed, whether Congress is poy 
bound, by the manifest intention of that deed, to provide 
for a prompt and * bona fide” distribution of the proceeds 
of the remaining lands, including the value of so much o¢ 
these lands, if any, as may have been devoted to purposes 
‘not warranted by the deed, amongst the States of the Union 
according to the ratio of distribution specified in the decd 
of cession, for the sole use and benefit of the said Stats: 
and that the committee have leave to report by bill. F 


COURTS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


On motion of Mr. MARTIN, the bill amend. 
atory of the act to reorganize the district courts 
of the United States in the State of Mississippi, 
was taken up, read a third time, and passed, 


TEXAS BOUNDARY. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE then asked the House to 
0 into committee on the bill in relation to the 
Texus boundary. 

Mr. CHAMBERS objected, for if they did not 
take up private business they might as well re- 
ject all claims at once. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a suspension of 
the rules; but it was disagreed to. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. CHAMBERS moved a suspension of the 
rules to take up the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Tuomas on Saturday last: 


Resolved, That the rules of the House be amended by 
adding to the 20th rule the following: 

And on the first and third Friday of each month the Cal- 
endar of Senate bills shall be called over, and the bills to 
the passage of which no objection shall then be made shall 
be first considered and disposed of. 

The House refused to suspend the rules—yeas 
84, nays 68; not two thirds. 


PAMELA BROWN. 


The House proceeded to the private orders, 
and took up on its passage, the bill for the relief 
of Pamela Brown, widow of the late General 
Brown. 

The bill was opposed at some length by Mr. 
WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, and supported by 
Messrs. FOSTER, ADAMS, and TAYLOR. 

Mr. PETRIKIN having obtained the floor, 
moved the previous question; which was sec- 
onded. 

The main question being on the passage of the 
bill, : ' 

Mr. GRIFFIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to lay the bill on the 
table, and upon that motion demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were not ordered. 

The question upon laying upon the table was 
then taken, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved that the House adjourn; 
decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken upon the passage 
of the bill, and resulted—yeas 109, nays 72. 

Mr. DUNCAN then rose and gave notice that 
he would, on to-morrow, move to reconsider said 





|} vote. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, said as it was 
evidently the intention of the gentleman to defeat 
the bill, he would move to reconsider the vote 
now, notwithstanding he would vote against it; 
and thereupon moved the previous question. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House, 
and upon that motidn demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 7 

r. WHITTLESEY moved that the House 
adjourn. Not agreed to. 

r. BRIGGS moved to lay the motion for & 
call of the House upon the table; and upon that 
motion demanded the yeas and nays, but subse- 
quently withdrew it. . 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
for a call of the House, and decided in the nega- 


Mr. LOOMIS moved that the House adjourn. 
Not carried. : 

The question then recurred upon the previous 
question, moved by Mr. Gartanp, of Louisiana; 


promised by the State of Virginia to the officers and sol- || which was secondcd—yeas 81, nays 47. 
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7 Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved that | 
the Flonse adjourn; upon which motion, 

Mr. ELMORE demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and were—yeas 43, nays | 
*. the House refused to adjourn. 

The oa then recurring on the motion to 

onsider, 
Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; || 
which were not ordered. | 

The House then refused to reconsider the vote | 
on the passage of the bill. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the Secretary of War, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of May last, in relation to the petition || 
of Elijah Bell, for indemnification of certain losses; | 
which was laid on the table. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
State in compliance with a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 31st December last, in | 
relation to the commissioners appointed to sur- | 
vey the north boundary line of the State of Mis- || 
souri; which was referred to the Committee on || 
Territories and ordered to be printed H 

Also, a communication. from the Secretary of | 
State, inclosing a report respecting the clerks em- | 


ployed in that Department during the last year; |, 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. wink 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 31st ultimo, 
in relation to a circular issued by the Comptrol- 
ler in the year 1834 to Samuel Swartwout, having 
reference to his default; which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, January 5, 1839. 


The PRESIDENT announced a communica- 
tion from the State Department, stating the names 
and compensation of the clerks employed in that 
Department during the past year; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
State, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of March 13, 1838, in relation to the suits on 
trial document of the various circuit courts, and 
district courts having circuit court jurisdiction, 
&c.; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of | 
the Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of || 
the Senate of the 31st ultimo, in relation to the 
correspondence and arrangements between the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Bank of North 
America and Bank of New York; whici: was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 20th ultimo, in relation to the 
public lands through which the Mount Carmel || 
and New Albany railruad passes; which was laid || 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. | 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting returns from the in- | 
corporated banks in the District of ce 











| 
| 


which was ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. MOUTON presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of New Orleans, praying Congress to grant 
unappropriated lands to Mount Carmel and New 
Albany Railroad Company; which was referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Hugh 
A. Crawford & Co., praying the reimbursement 
of asum of money lost in its transmission through 
the post office; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of upwards 
of four hundred citizens of St. Louis, asking for 
such aid as Congress may think proper, in aid 
of the construction of a railroad from Louisville 
to St. Louis; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. LYON presented a petition from a large 
number of the citizens of Milwaukie, in the Ter- 
Titory of Wisconsin, praying that the preémption 


ee 


sete 


elaims of Francis La Venture, Ebenezer Childs, 


} and Linus Thomson, to certain lands upon which 
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a portion of that town stands, may be confirmed 


by Congress. 


“Mr. PRESTON presented the memorials of || reporting the proceedings for the newspapers of 


Colonel Croghan end Brigadier General Wool, 
praying for back rations; which were referred to 
tlfe Committee on Military Affairs. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of 


/ notice given, introduced a bill authorizing the 


Portage Canal Company to enter at the Govern- 
ment price certain lands at the Wisconsin and 
Fox river portage, in the Territory of Wisconsin; 


which was read twice and referred to the Com- || 


mittee on Roads and Canals. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. WALKER gave notice that on Monday 
he should ask leave to introduce a bill to transfer, 
on certain conditions, the stock held by the Gov- 
ernment in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Com- 
pany, to the State of Maryland. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- 


| sions, to which had been referred the memorial 


i} 


|| Mr. KNIGHT explained the grounds on which 


of Mrs. Mary Thompson, widow of Colonel Al- | 


|| exander Thompson, who was killed in action with 
the Seminoles in Florida, made an adverse report | 


thereon; which, after some remarks from Messrs. 


MORRIS, HUBBARD, and NORVELL, was. 


| laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. M. also, from the Committee on Pensions, 


| to which was referred the petition of Dr. Joseph 


C. Cornell, a surgeon in the Army, made an ad- 


| verse report; which was adopted, and the com- 


mittee discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject. 
Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Rev- 


| olutionary Claims, to which had been referred the 


memorial of the widow and other heirs at law of 
the late Alexander Hamilton, reported a bill for 


their relief; which was read, and ordered to a> 


| second reading. 


Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on Pen- 


sions, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of Sarah Angell and the other heirs-at-law 
of Benjamin King, deceased, reported the same 


without amendment; which was ordered to be | take their seats in the galleries, and write what 


engrossed for a third reading. 
The bill from the House of Representatives to 


reorganize the district courts of the state of Mis- | 


sissippi, was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, submitted 


the following resolution; which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


| 


} 


} 


| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing a mail route from Hernando, De Soto county, | 
Mississippi, to the town of Commerce, on the Mississippi | 


| river, in the same county. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting to Asa 


Fisk, jr., of Mason county, Missouri, the privilege ot surren- | 


dering the bounty land to his father for military service in 


{ 
| 


the late war with Great Britain, as unfit for cultivation, and | 


of entering the same quantity on other public land ; and aiso, || 


to inquire into the expediency of providing, by a general 
law, for all persons in like circumstances to surrender 


bounty land granted to the soldiers of the late war and found || 
to be unfit for cultivation, and enter the like quantity else- | | 
| where. 


On motion of Mr. LINN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John Perry, on the files of 
the second 


ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
SEATS FOR REPORTERS. 


The Senate took up in its order the report of 
the Committee on the Contingent Fund, to which 


distant papers, asking thataccommodations might 
be provided for them, either within the Chamber 
or in the galleries of the Senate; the report con- 
cluding with a resolution providing that the front 
seats Of the eastern gallery be set apart for re- 
porters. 

The report and resolution having been read, 

Mr. KING wished to know whether it was the 
| object of the committee who presented the re 
that the rule heretofore adopted by the Senate 


} 


| 


session of the Twenty-Fourth Congress, be re- || : ; ; 
4 ; | laint. Since the adoption of the rule by the 
i} 


|| sanction such miserable caricatures of the 





} 
} 


| 
i 
i 
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should be changed, and that the reporte:s who 
were admitted by that rule to seats on the floor of 
the Senate should also be sent to the gallery. We 
have already six or seven gentlemen engaged in 





the District, Whether correetly or otherwise he 

would not say; but he was not disposed so to ex- 

tend this privilege as to give reporters the whole 
front of the gallery. This would exclude many 
| honestand respectable citizens, who were desirous 
of witnessing our proceedings. They might, to 
be sure, put up a box or two for those letter- 
| writers, as he supposed them to be, who repre- 

sented things in their own way; but he objected 
| toappropriating so large a space for their accom- 
| modation. He hoped the resolution would be suf- 
fered to lie on the table. 


| the committee were induced to make this report; 
| but he spoke in so low a tone that it was impos- 
| sible for the reporters to hear him. 
| Mr. NILES moved that the resolution be post- 
poned indefinitely. He was somewhat surprised 
| at a proposition that that body should sanctior, 
and in some manner indorse, the vile slanders that 
issued daily from these letter-writers, by assign- 
ing them seats within the Chamber. Who were 
those persons who styled themselves reporters? 
Why, miserable slanderers—hirelings, hanging on 
to the skirts of literature, earning a miserable sub- 
| sistence from their vile and dirty misrepresenta- 
tions of the proceedings here, and many of them 
| writing for both sides. As his term of service 
| was about to expire, he could speak disinterest- 
edly on the subject. Perhaps no member of that 
body had been more misrepresented and carica- 
tured than himself by those venal and profligate 
| scribblers, who were sent on here to earn a dis- 
reputable living by catering for the depraved ap- 
petite of the papers they wrote for. Shalb we 
To- 
| ceedings of this body as are daily sent abroad by 
| these hirelings, and thus give currency to them? 
for their vile trash goes out to the world in ad- 
vance of the reports of the regular reporters! No. 
Were he not unwilling to do any act that might 
be supposed to interfere, in the slightest degree, 
with the freedom of the press, he would move 
| some resolution to prevent their coming within 
the walls of the body atall. As it was, let them 


they pleased, without asking for the sanction ef 
the Senate; for he would not consent, for their ac- 
| commodation, to exclude the honest and respect- 
able citizens who came here as spectators. 
| Mr. PRESTON said we had already admitted 
reporters under a rule of the Senate, hut this was 
| & monopoly of the local presses; and he knew no 
reason why they should have a special meht of 
admission. He was in favor of the adoption of 
this resolution, and opposed to any monopoly in 
the matter. He was aware that highly eolored, 
and in many instances vituperative, letters had 





|| gone forth from this city, and were published and 


circulated by the party presses of the country. 
We may, perhaps, all feel that we have more or 


'| less cause of complaint against these letter-wri- 


| ters; and he thought that the conduct of no mem- 
| ber of the Senate had been more frequentiy or 
greatly misrepresented than his own; yet this 
was one of the evils of a free, and even licen- 
| tious press; and he was for bearing the ills in- 

listed on him personally, for what he deemed a 
| greater public good. We have reporters here for 
papers of both parties, and among them the re- 
porters for a paper that would be the last to say 
anything to the disadvantage of the Senator from 
Connecucut, or give him the least cause of com- 








nate, he had seen but a single editor of one of 


|| the city pepess on the floor, and he had yet to 


| 


had been referred the petition of the reporters of | 


| learn what right he had to admitied. He 
| thought that the resolution would do no more 
than justice to the gentlemen connected with the 
press of the country, of whom it may be said 
that it is better to have their favorable report 
while living, than a good epitaph when dead. He 
did not imagine that it would require as mach 


} 
i 
|| room to accommodate them as to exclude, to any 
i 
i] 


great extent, that respectable portion of citizens 
who do us the honor of superintending, and, to 
some extent, of supervising, our doings in this 


port | Chamber. 


Mr. NORVELL observed that he had pre- 








oa 


sented the petition of the reporters, whose accom- 
modation was proposed to be provided for in the 
report now under consideration. 
80, he felt bound to say that he viewed the prop- 
osition made by the Committee on the Contingent 
Fund to be proper and correct. 
for distant papers could be placed in positions 
from which they could take notes of what passed 
in the Senate, withoutany great inconvenience to 


other citizens, he thought that this privilege || 


ought to be extended to them. It would enable 
them to perform with greater facility and accu- 
racy, their engagements to the newspaper press 
and the reading public. He should exceedingly 
regret that because members of the Senate had 
suffered under the calumnies of some of the letter- 
writers, perhaps some of these very reporters, 
they should be excluded from the accommoda- 
tion within the gallery which they had solicited. 
Their exclusion from the hall of the Senate ren- 
dered it difficult, if not impossible, for them to 
take notes of our proceedings and debates. Per- 
haps much ofthe misrepresentation of which com- 
plaint had been so feelingly made, occurred in 
consequence of this very exclusion. He was not 


of the opinion that newspaper abuse inflicted any || 


great degree of injury upon any public man. He 
repeated what he had frequently elsewhere said, 
that so far as he had been the humble object of 
attack, these newspaper slanders had done him 
more good than harm, and, with the Senator from 
South Carolina, he would, on all occasions, go the 
whole length not only for the freedom, but for the 
license—the licentiousness of the press, rather 
than seem to put the free exercise of its liberty 
under any restraint. He would interpose no ob- 
stacle to the unlimited publication of whatever the 
letter-writers or reporters might choose to say of 
us. He would do nothing to prevent them from 
giving full and fair reports. If we cannot sustain 


ourselves here, or with our constituents, against || 


Having done | 


THE 


| 


| the yeas and nays; which were accordingly or- 
| dered. 
Mr. STRANGE said he would vote for the 


|| indefinite postponement; but for a different reason 


'| place assigned t 


|| than the one indicated by the Senator from Con- | 
Mf the reporters | 


necticut. We are all aware of the extent to which 
| misrepresentation and abuse has attained as re- 
gards the public men of our country; but he 
thought it would be as impossible to stop it as to 
arrest the current of the Potomac. He acknowl- 
/edged that the present system of admitting re- 


|| porters was a monopoly; but it must be a monop- 


oly 


amounting to upwards of a thousand, have ad- 


mittance here, to the exclusion of respectable citi- | 


zens, who are equally entitled to the privilege 
with themselves? And if you pass this resolu- 
tion to admit eight or ten additional reporters, 
why not eighty ora hundred, as they all have the 


here for all necessary purposes; and though they 
| could not arrest misrepresentation and calumny, 
he was opposed to opening the door any wider. 


Mr. KNIGHT said that this memorial was | 
presented to the Senate by several gentlemen, who | 
| State that they are reporters of the proceedings of | 


Congress, and poe, as they may have some 


convenient place, 
| was referred to a committee of the Senate. The 
committee supposed that the object referred to 


| them was, to select a convenient and proper place 


their calumnies, we must be unworthy of our | 
seats in this hall. He did hope, for these and | 
other reasons, that the Senate would adopt the | 


report under consideration, and grant the accom- 
modations which had been requested. 


to the honorable Senator from South Carolina for || 


his philanthropical system. 
to him, that having no interest in it, his case did 
not require it. The Senator spoke of the exclu- 
sive accommodations allowed to the reporters for 
the city papers as a monopoly, and therefore, un- 
just; to which he would reply, that from the very 
nature of things, it must be a monopoly; they 
could not extend their accommodations to all the 
newspapers of the country without excluding 
spectators altogether. It was necessary to fix on 


tend accommodations to the papers of the District 


He would only say || 


for these reporters. They have done so; and have 
reported that the front seat in the east gallery, on 
the right of the President’s chair, is a place suit- 
| able for them; and they have also reported the 
resolution now under consideration, assigning it 
to their use. The committee do not propose to 
assign to these reporters the whole of the front 
| seat, as is supposed by some Senators; neith¢r 
does the resolution direct that the present report- 
| ers who are accommodated on the floor of the 


|| Senate shall be removed to the gallery. No, sir; 
Mr. NILES observed that he was much obliged || 


| they will remain where they are. It permits these 
| petitioners to have a place on a part of the front 
seat of the gallery, for theiruse. The committee 
| did not consider these memorialists as slanderers 
| and venal letter-writers,as stated by the Senator 
| from Connecticut, but viewed them in the char- 
| acter of reporters. 

It is for the Senate to decide whether we shall 


from the nature of the case. If we extend the | 
| Privilege, where are we to stop? Must every | 
| editor who publishes a paper in this country, 


same right todemand admission here. Hethought | 
that a sufficient number were already admitted | 





‘ 
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em in the gallery, or any other | 
This memorial (said Mr. K.) || 


i 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| be shut up in this room, and transact the business | 


of the nation, or whether we shall let our doings 


| be known to the world through the instrumental- 
|| ity of reporters. 
some limit; and it had been decided that, to ex- | 


was going far enough. The reporters of the city | 


papers gave the earliest and fullest intelligence of || 
the proceedings of the body; but these petition- || 


ers were not here for the same object that the reg- 
ular reporters were sent. They were not sent 
here to report the proceedings; they were, as he 
understood, letter-writers, sent here to give such 
a false coloring to what @as said and done inthat 
Hall, as would answer the purposes of their em- 
ployers. He would not, however, interfere with 
them any more than would the Senator from South 
Carolina. 
the same time, he would not, by providing ac- 
commodations for them, have their reports go out 
under the sanction of the House. What were 
these persons sent here for? Was it not known 


My intention, Mr. President, was only to vin- 
dicate the committee; not to follow the wide range 
taken in this debate, but to consider the resolu- 
tion before the Senate, and whether these re- 
— shall have a place assigned to them or not. 

hese memorialists are represented in their me- 


| 
j 
| 
' 
| 
| 
} 
1 
| 


| morial as reporters of the proceedings of Con- 


| papers they report for; they are papers at a dis- | 


| gress; they have signed their names to the me- 
morial, and have given the names of the public 


|| tance from this place. 
|| Itis not presumed that these persons will give 


that the regular reporters here gave full and faith- | 
ful reports of their proceedings, and though they | 


were somewhat partial, yet, in mow mg the | 
? He could | 


two political parties were equalize 
say with the Senator from Michigan, he had no 
right to complain of any injury done him by news- 
paper slanders. He had, at all events, acquired 
no small share of notoriety in consequence of the 
abuse that had been heaped on him. But the true 
question was, shall we give our sanction to the 
perversions and deceptions of a parcel of hirelin 

scribblers, sent abroad to pervert, mislead, an 

corrupt public sentiment? He did not say that 
they shouid do anything to stop them; but he 
would not do anything that could be construed 
into sanctioning their vile practices. Mr. N. did 


not wish to take up the time of the Senate fur- | 
ther, and, therefore, concluded by asking for '' 


} 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


|| published here. 


if 


aa ae a Se . | long and detailed reports of the debates of Sena- 
e had no right to interfere; but, at | 


tors, but they will give a synopsis of the trans- 
actions of the Senate in a manner as acceptable 
to the public as the reports of whole speeches; 
they will give the substance, and save the time 
of reading column after column of a newspaper 
to find it. They will, no doubt, report facts as 
truly as the present reporters. Although the 

may give onlyasynopsis, yetit will contain wath 
of the doings of the Senate, and in a mode simi- 
lar to a New York correspondent of the National 
Intelligencer. We all see in a small corner of 


| that paper, in a condensed form, much of the in- 


| formation we should get by reading a yard square 

newspaper; all the principal events are related 
| that occur; and these reports will be similar, and 
will be diffused sooner than the ordinary reports 
If these reporters have places 
' assigned them, they will feel their responsibility, 





| and they will not be those vile slanderers and 


_venal letter-writers that gentlemen suppose, nor 
were they so considered by the committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he should 

vote for the motion of the Senator from Connec- 


i 


| 


| 


iI 
|| galleries, and let them write what they thought 
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se 
ticut; and he would, with the permission of the 
Senate, briefly state the reasons which had brought 
him to this conclusion. For his own part, h. 
could not say that he had any personal feelings 
in relation to these letter-writers. He bore, wii, 
as much philosophic patience as any other gei- 
tleman, that portion of infliction with which they 
had thought proper to visit him; and he coujq 
not say that they had abused him more than j,, 
had reason toexpect. He never was mortified 
but by one letter, and that had been written, jy. 
believed, to a Maine newspaper, in which he was 
represented to be a venerable old gentleman, ap. 
parently between sixty and seventy years of age. 
This, he acknowledged, had touched him upona 
tender point. 

If it were proposed to furnish seats to as man 
reporters for the different newspapers of the Uni. 
ted States as could be accommodated in the whole 
of the front seat of the front gallery, he would 
vote for the proposition with all his heart. But 
he would ask, who was a reporter? A reporter 
was a person who gave a faithful historical ac. 
count of the proceedings of the body, with fu)| 
reports or fair abstracts of the speeches of its dif. 
ferent members, from which the public could be 
made acquainted with the nature of the business 
transacted. Were the letter-writers reporters in 
this sense? Would any Senator contend that 
they were? No; they did not themselves pretend 
to be so. They gave partial and piquant accounts 
of such proceedings and debates as struck their 
own fancy; and having the same party feelings 
with the members of the body, they represented 
us in the light which would be most agreeable to 
the readers of the journals for which they were 
employed. Whilst the letter-writer of one party 
was in raptures with the speech of a favorite Sen- 
ator, and represented it as the very perfection of 
eloquence and argument, another Ldeenwritie of 
the opposite party denounced the very same 
speech as a poor, flimsy, frothy affair, which had 
been scattered to the winds by the breath of some 
Ajax Telamon on the other side. Now it was 
notorious that these were the gentlemen, under 
the name of reporters, for whom seats were to be 

rovided under the resolution then before the 
enate. He thought they were not entitled to any 
such privilege, nor were their labors worthy of 
such a sanction by the Senate. He had nothing 
to say against them. Let them mingle with our 
respectable fellow-citizens who daily frequent the 


proper. Personally, he did not regard their cen- 
sure. In the long run, the people always came 
to a correct conclusion in regard to the merits of 
public men, no matter how much they were mis- 
represented. The case of the Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Nixes] was a striking example of 
the justice of this remark. The letter-writers had 
done him no injury, although he had been cari- 
catured to a greater degree than any member of 
the body. Indeed, he believed that these carica- 
tures, instead of injuring, had elevated him in the 
public esteem. He thought he could appeal with 
confidence to all sides of the House, whether 
Whigs, Conservatives, or Democrats, for the 
truth of the assertion that the Senator from Con- 
necticut now stood higher, much higher, in the 
so itself, than he had done two years ago. 

r. B. had on several former occasions stated 
that, if the Senate expected to have full and faith- 
ful reports of their proceedings and debates, there 
was but one mode of accomplishing this purpose. 
They could not expect the editors of the Globe 
and Intelligencer to employ a sufficient number 
of skillful and experienced reporters to present to 
the public everything of importance that was said 
and done in the body. The patronage of these 
journals would not justify the expense; and in 
this respect they differed from the leading jour- 
nals of London, in which you might read the next 
morning the whole debate of the preceding even- 
ing in both Houses of Parliament. The few re- 

rters employed by the Globe and Intelligencer 
ad done their duty as well and even better than 
could have been expected; but, if the Senate 
thought it desirable to communicate to the public 
a fall and accurate account of their debates and 
proceedings, they must employ and pay a suffi- 
cient number of their own reporters and make 
them responsible to the body itself. : 
Under all the circumstances, he was in favor 


of leaving the rule as it now was, at least until 
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the end of the present short session. If these || handwriting, that, supposing it to be from some 
entlemen who asked for the accommodation were | fair damscl, he took the trouble to read it, 

g , 
really reporters, he would cheerfully vote for the Mr. PRES TON said he could not acquiesce in 
resolution; but as they were not, he would leave || the suggestion of the Senator that it might be 
them to take their chance, with other citizens of | advantageous to them to change positions—that 
the United States, in the comfortable galleries of he (Mr. P.) might be the re presentative of the 
the Senate. members of the Hartford convention, and the 

Mr.PRESTON thought that the Senator from Senator from Connecticut might represent the 
Pennsylvania was mistaken as to the purport of | Nullifiers of South Carolina. No, sir, (said Mr. 
the resolution; it conferred the privilege of admis-  P.,) I never could be a fit representative of the 
sion on reporters alone, noton letter-writers;and, old Hartford Convention Federalists; nor would 
therefore, if the resolution was adopted, letter- | the Senator from Connecticut be an appropriate 
writers would not be admitted under it. But he | representative of the ereveey and magnanimity 
was not disposed to join with honorable Senators | of the chivalrous Nullifier. Nor would he change 
in the unmitigated condemnation they had dealt States with the Senator. He would not change 
out to this ‘class of persons; he was of opinion South Carolina, wrong as he thought she was at 
that these letter-writers presented a more Interest- | present, for Connecticut, however right he might 
ing sketch, a more faithful picture of the doings | deem her to be. It was better to be wrong with 
of the Senate, than the mere journal-like records | Cato, than right with anybody else. 
of the official proceedings furnished by our city || The question was then taken on the motion to 

apers, however correct they might be. If, as || postpone the resolution indefinitely; and it was 
the Senator from Pennsylvania seemed to think, || carried—yeas 20, nays 17; as follows: 

he had been dealt with more kindly than the Sen- || yEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
ator from Connecticut, it was because he was a of Alahama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Mouton, Nicholas, 
much more humble individual. As the Senator Nipes, Flere, rents ie ot Connecticut, Strange, Tap 
had related an instance in which his vanity was per wuaneee of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, 
grievously mortified, he would mention one in NAYS — Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Critten- 
which his was as highly excited. He had seen | den, Davis, Foster, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Norvell, 
one of these letters, in which the writer asserted | eee oan ae Robbins, Robinson, Smith of In- 
there was a strong personal resemblance between | “120% 800 Switt—*¢- 
the Senator from Connecticut and himself, only The PRESIDENT then rose and asked the in- 
that he (Mr. P.) was somewhat more venerable || dulgence of the Senate while he madea short state- 
in appearance. Now, this, to a person of his) ment. A remark had been made in the course 
humble pretensions to personal attractions, was || of the debate, which, to say the least of it, was 
highly flattering, and might account for his par- | calculated to throw upon the Presiding Officer of 
tiality to this class of persons, and to the aver- | the Senate the imputation of negligence in the dis- 
sion with which they are regarded by the Senator || charge of his duty. He alluded to the remark 
from Connecticut. But the Senator was amply |; made by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
compensated for this single unpleasant compari- PRESTON, ] in which he expressed his disapproba- 
son by the many eulogiums which were passed || tion of an editor enjoying the privileges of coming , 
upon him, Why, sir, was it not said by one of || into that Chamber * from rights unknown to 
them that the Senator from Connecticut spoke | him,’’ or something to that effect. Presuming 
extemporaneously in the sententious and forcible || that the Senator intended to refer to one of the 
language that Franklin, with all his philosophic || public printers, who was an editor of a daily 
research, elaborated inthecloset? But (said Mr. |! paper, (Mr. Blair,) and atall times willing to ex- 
P.) gentlemen seem to think that our side have | plain the motives which governed his conduct, 
the advantage in the misrepresentations which | however inadequate the Presiding Officer might 
are sent from this city respecting our proceed- | feel to the perfect discharge of the high and re- 
ings. He thought they were mistaken, and that | sponsible duties devolving on him, he would now, 
their favors were pretty equally distributed. It | with their indulgence, proceed to state to the 
was said that these gentlemen wrote for both || Senate the grounds on which this gentleman had 
sides; for papers of both political parties. Well, || been admitted within the Chamber. The Presid- 
then, the same letter-writer, to please his employ- || ing Officer intended that his conduct should be 
er, in one paper serves up the gentlemen on that || such that neither personal nor political consider- 
side of the House, while in another paper he is | ations could be imputed to him by his admitting 
equally unceremonious in his caricatures of gen- | any person on this floor, orto any privilege, great 
tlemen on this side. Now, here was a striking || or small, in violation of his duty. If the Senator 
evidence of the impartiality of these gentlemen, || from South Carolina had thought proper to have 


In regard to caricature, though somewhat over- || honored the Presiding Officer with a knowledge of || 


charged and distorted, and calculated to make one || his disapprobation, it would not have been un- 
laugh, yet to be efficient it was always necessary | known to himby what rights the editor he referred 
to preserve a likeness, and he thought thata more || to entered the Chamber. A proposition was sub- 
vivid picture of the doings of the Senate had been || mitted to him in writing, soon after his taking the 
presented to the public in that mode than by any || chair, for his decision whether, by a proper con- 
other. For his own part, he thought that the || struction, the rule adopted at the close of the last 
misrepresentations of this class could work in- || session excluded the printers of the body. The 
jury to no one; and that error may-be safely tol- |; Chair had no hesitation in giving it as his con- 
erated when reason was left free to combat it. || struction of the rule, that the public printers, as 
Mr. NILES observed that the honorable Sen- || officers of the body, were not excluded. They 
ator from South Carolina was mistaken in one |, were sworn officers, made so by the votes of the 
particular. He was sensible that he should bea | body,andas much entitled to come into the Cham- 
gainer by a change of constituency, and it was || ber as the clerks, messengers, doorkeepers, and 
very satis the Senator also would be. The |; other officers; subject only to the observance of 
Senator had a wonderful faculty of moving in a || that decorum which was expected of every one 
circle, and of being at the extremes of politics, || coming within their walls. In fact, the public 
. He thought he knew the Senator from South i printers, elected by the body, and sworn to the 
Carolina, and that some of his (Mr. N.’s) con- faithful performance of their duty, had been con- 
stituents, the men of the Hartford convention || sidered as officers of the body, and admitted as 
stamp, could not be better represented than by || ever such, since the foundation of the Govern- 
him, whilst he thought that he himself, with the || ment. 
assistance of a gentleman near him, could get The Presiding Officer had thought it his duty, 
along very well in representing the Nullifiers of || in consequence of the remarks of the Senator 
South Carolina, He was very sorry that his || from South Carolina to make this explanation, 
worthy and excellent friend had let fall some ob- || that the Senate might correct him if he had been 
servations which might have the appearance of || in error. He would assure the Senator that not 
being ironical. He was sensible, however, that || the affections of a brother—no partialities, per- 
the Senator was sincere, and was serious in all || sonal or political—should ever induce him to 
that he said. As to these newspaper scribblers, | swerve, for an instant, from the strict line of his 
he disregarded them altogether. He was an old || duty. ' ; 
campaigner, and what they wrote never affected || Mr. PRESTGN said that, with the permission 
him. e never read any of their effusions but || of the Senate, he would say, that in his remark 








one letter; and that was done up in a handsome || in his allusion to the admission of an editor of | 


style, and inclosed to him directed in such aneat |! one of the city papers, he had not intended the 


95 


slivhtest offensive allusion to the Presiding Officer 
of the Senate. He had taken the occasion of a 
discussion as to the propriety of admitting re- 
porters on that floor, to say that he did not know 
by what right a certain editor was admitted. If 
it was under a general rule of the Senate, asa 
member of the body he had a right to know what 
that rule was. He still said that he did not know 
what right the Public Printer had on that floor, 
more than the printer of any other paper, as he 
was not mentioned in the rule of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT said, in reply, that he did 
not bring this matter to the notice of the Senate 
to convey the idea that the Senator from South 
Carolina had ary personal object in view, or that, 
he intended to wound the feelings of the Presiding 
Officer. Butthe Senator must know that these 
remarks, whether expressed in kindness or other- 
wise, involved an imputation of neglect of duty 
on the part of the Presiding Officer, or those who 
executed the rules under his direction. The Pre- 
siding Officer did not feel so neglectful of his own 
character as to hear remarks calculated to throw 
on him the imputation of a neglect of duty, with- 
out making a prompt and suitable explanation. 
As to the correctness of his decision, it was for 
the Senate to judge. The rule did not say that 
Senators should be admitted, or that the Secre- 
tary, or clerks, or Sergeant-at-Arms, or door- 
keepers should be admitted, any more than the 
Public Printer. These were all admitted as sworn 
officers of the Senate; and if they were not ad- 
mitted as such, the rule, of course, exciuded 
them. 

PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Rives, calling 
on the President for additional information rela- 
tive to the transactions between the Government 

' and the Bank of the United States, growing out 
of the sales of the bonds of said bank, was taken 
up as the unfinished business; when 

Mr. NILES addressed the Senate at great 
length, with considerable force and ability, in re- 
ply to Mr. Rives’s speech of yesterday; after 
which, 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved that the whole 
subject be postponed until Tuesday, in order that 
it might not interfere with the graduation bill, 
which the Senate was pledged to tuke up on Mon- 
day. 

After some objections made by Mr. CLAY, of 
Kentucky, and a reply by Mr. WALKER, the 
motion of Mr. Cray, of Alabama, was agreed 
to, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 5, 1839. 


Mr. MASON, of Ohio, asked leave to present 
a resolution; which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Hon. J. W. Jones, late Delegate from 
the Territory of Wisconsin, is not entitled to his mileage 
and per diem allowanee tor his attendanee at the present 
session. 


Mr. WISE objected; whereupon 
Mr. MASON said, as it was a matter of some 
importance, he would move that the rules be sus- 
pended; upon which motion he called for the yeas 
and nays. 
The SPEAKER stated that he had received a 
communication upon the subject from Mr. Jonea, 
_and would prefer that the House should come to 
some decision on it. He then laid before the 
House the following letters; which were read: 


House or Rerresenratives, 
January 4. 1839. 
Sir: I take this mode of informing you that a resola- 
tion will, at the earliest opportunity, be introduced to thie 
House, denying your right to reeeive any compensation as 
| Delegate to the present session of Coggress. 
I am, sir, with respect, your obe { servant, 
* J. R. GIDDINGS. 
Hon. Geores W. Jones, Washington City. 


Wasuinorow City, D. C., January 5, 1839. 

| Str: Considering myself entitled, under the usages of the 
| House and the laws of the United States, to receive my 
| mileage and per diem compensation as the sitting Delegate 
| from the Territory of Wisconsin, I received from the Ser- 
| geant-at-Arms, on the 20th altimo, a check on the Bank of 
| Washington for my mileage and per diem allowance up to 

that date. os 

Having received last evening the accompanying commu- 
nication from a member of the House, Hon. J. R. Gippines, 
' of Ohio, and not feeling willing to retain in my hands the 
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compensation alluded to unless most clearly so entitled,1 | Kennedy, Lewis Loomis, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Ma 
respectfully return to the House, through you, the original Maxwell. Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan Mitche , 
check, to be canceled by the Honse if in their judgment I || Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nobie, Noyes, | 


am not entitled to it. 
i came bere under the solemn conviction that I was the || 
rightful Delegate of the people of Wisconsin, to serve them 
here as such until the 4th of March next. This opinion | 
was strengthened by the advice of able counsel, beforeand | 
since my arrival here. I entertain the same opinion still, 
but will submit to the decision of the House in both cases | 
without a murmur. | 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 


GEO. W. JONES. || 
Hon. James K. Poux, | 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER, with the permission of the | 
House, made a brief explanation of the course of 
the Sergeant-at-Arms and the Presiding Officer | 
of the House. i 

By the Journal of the extra session, at the || 
opening of the present Congress in September, || 
1837, it appeared that ‘* George Wallace Jones 
appeared as the Delegate from the Territory of 
Wisscnsin was sworn to support the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and took a seat in the 
House.’’ No certificates of election of members 
or Delegates were presented at the time of quali- 
fication, and the Speaker could not know under 
what authority they took their seats. Mr. Jones 
was sworn, and took a seat. 

At the commencement of the present session, 
Mr. Jones appeared in his seat, claiming to be 
the rightful sittung Delegate from Wisconsin. | 
When the claim of Mr. Doty was presented, Mr. | 
Jones rose in his place and asserted his right. 
The House, by its acquiescence, recognized him | 
as the sitting Delegate, and took order in the case, 
by referring the claim to a seat as the Delegate 
from Wisconsin to the Committee of Elections. | 
Mr. Jones continued in his seat as the sitting | 
Delegate. He, at various times, as the Journal | 
shows, presented petitions and resolutions, and | 
participated in the business of the House, as the 
sitting Delegate. This was permitted by the ac- 
quiescence of the House, unul the right to the 
seat was decided by the House. Whilst Mr. || 
Jones was thus the sitting Delegate, in his seat, 
in discharge of his duties as such, the Sergeant- 
at-Arms or the Presiding Officer had no right or || 

ower to inquire whether he was rightfully there. 

hat was a question which the House alone could 
decide. The law regulating the pay of members 
and Delegates, for aught that appeared of record, || 
entitled him to hia compensation until the time he 
was ousted by a vote of the House. He called | 
for his compensation, and neither the Sergeant- 
at-Arms or the Speaker had any discretion to re- 
fuse it under the law, The check for his com- 

ensation was made out in the usual way, by the 
Rengeesitat-hewe, and signed under the law. 
Since taking the chair this morning, a letter from 
Mr. Jones had been laid on his table. And now | 
the question of compensation, under the resolu- 
tion before the House, was an open one. The | 
House alone can, by its order, refuse the compen- | 
sation. Under the law, the Sergeantand Speaker | 
cannot. The Speaker expressed the hope that | 
the House would decide the question, and thus 





|| Ogie, Owens, Parker, Peck, Petrikin, 


| nam 
1] Slade, Snyder 
Toucey, Towhs, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, John | 
White, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, | 


time 





relieve the subject from all doubt and embarrass- | 
ment. 

A long debate then ensued, in which the res- | 
olution was advocated by Messrs. MASON of | 
Ohio, and GIDDINGS, and opposed by Messrs. | 
WISE, BOULDIN, THOMAS, POPE, CAL- | 
HOON of Kentucky, BRONSON, and BIDDLE. ' 
The latter, at the conclusion of his remarks, 
moved the previous question; which was sec- 
onded. 

The question being taken on the adoption of the | 
resolution, Mr. GRIFFIN, demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMAS inquired of the Speaker wheth- | 
er, in case the resolution should be rejected, he | 
would consider itas authority to pay Mr. Jones 
his per diem and mil " 

The SPEAKER said he should so consider it. 

The question was then put upon the adoption 
of the resolution, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 89, nays 96; as follows: 


VEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allan, Banks, Bell, 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, Buchanan, Wil- | 


liam B. Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Chaney, Cheatham, | 
Clowney, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Curtis, | 
Cushman, Darlington, Dawson, Bavee, Davies, Dunn, El- | 
more, Evans, Richard Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Giddings, | 
Goode, Griffin, Hall, Halsted, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, 


Herod, Hoffman, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, | 
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helps, Potts, Pratt, 
John H. Prentiss, Rariden, Reed, Kencher, 


Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sheffer, Augustine 
perd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Stanley, Swearingen, Talia- 
ferro, Toland, Underwood, Vanderveer, Albert 8. White, 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrard Williams, and Jared 
W. Williams—89. 


- Shep- 


NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, || 


Beirne, Biddle, Bouldin, Briggs, Bronson, John Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Cleveland, Coles, Crabb, Crockett, Cushing, Deberry, De 
Graff, Dromgoole, Edwards, Everett, Ewing, Farrington, 


Isaac Fletcher, James Garland, William Graham, Grant- | 
land, Gray, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hastings, | 


Hawes, Holsey, Holt, Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Lyon, 
James M. Mason, Martin, Mau 
Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Moore, 
ris, Paynter, Pierce, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Potter, Put- 


Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Thomas, 


Wise, Word, Yell, and Yorke—96. 


DELEGATES FROM TERRITORIES. 


Mr. THOMAS asked leave of the House to 
— a resolution that the Committee on the 


udiciary be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 


diency of amending the law relating to the elec- 
tion of Delegates from Territories, so as to define 


_ the exact period for which they shall be elected. 


Objection being made to its reception at this 


Mr. THOMAS moved a suspension of the rules 


| to effect that object. 
Mr. ATHERTON moved that the House ad- | 


journ; which was decided in the negative. 
The question was then taken upon suspending 
the rules, and decided in the negative. 
' ACCOUNTS OF LEWIS CASS. 
Mr. HARLAN asked leave to present a reso- 


| lution; which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House a statement of the final settlement 
of the accounts of Lewis Cass, late Superintendent of In- 
dian Affairs ; of the annual salary of the said Superiutend- 
ent, and of any extra compensation, commission, or other 
allowances, over and above his annual salary, which has 


| been credited or allowed to him at the Treasury Depart- 


ment. 
_ Objection being made to its reception at this 


time, . 
Mr. HARLAN moved that the rules be sus- | 


pended to enable him to offer it; and upon that 
question demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. POTTS moved that the House adjourn; 
which was decided in the negative—yeas 72, nays 
75. 

The question was then taken upon suspending 


the rules, and decided in the affirmative—yeas | 


125, nays 27. 
Mr. HAMER moved to amend the resolution 
by adding the following: 


Under whaf rule or law of the Department such extra 
allowance was made. 


Which being accepted by the mover asa modi- 


|| fication, 


Mr. McKAY moved further toamend by add- 
ing the words: 


Together with any opinion which may have been given 
by the Attorney General in regard to said claim. 


Mr. McK. was of opinion that Mr. Wirt, then 


|| Attornev General, had given his opinion in rela- | 


tion to the commission. It was nothing but fair 
that the whole matter ene to this subject 
should be presented to the House. 

Mr. HARLAN was understood to oppose the 
amendment, inasmuch as his object was merely 
to get a simple statement of the facts first. 

Mr. WISE said the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio embraced all that was necessary, 


|| including the opinion of the Attorney General. 


The question was taken upon the adoption of 
the amendment, and agreed to—ayes 77, noes not 
counted. 

The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion as amended, and agreed to without a divis- 


\| ion. 


LANDS TO NEW STATES. 
Mr. MILLER asked leave of the House to offer 


| a resolution instructing the select committee on 


public lands, to distribute a portion of the pub- 


idgway, Rives, | 


» McClure, McKennan, | 
organ, Parmenter, Par- | 


ndolph, Robertson, Rumsey, Shields, Sheplor, | 


————— 








x January 7, 


ee 
|| lands to the new States for the purposes of inter. 





nal improvement. 
Objections being made, : 
af MILLER moved for a suspension of the 
| rules. 
| Mr. MITCHELL moved that the House ad. 
| journ; and, upon that motion, 
Mr. MILLER demanded the 
which were not ordered. 
Pending the motion, 
The SPEAKER asked permission to present, 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas. 
|| ury, furnishing copies of returns made to tha 


yeas and nays; 





| Department by certain banks in the District of 
| Columbia; which was laid on the table, and op. 
| dered to be printed. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpar, January 7, 1839. 
The PRESIDENT presented a communica. 


| tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, in cop. 


_formity to a resolution of the Senate of the 4ih 

instant, in relation to the modes of keeping and 
disbursing public moneys in foreign countries, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was referred 


‘| to the Committee on Finance. 


The PRESIDENT also presented a commu. 


| nication from the Secretary of War, in compli- 


| ance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
| instant, in relation to the present situation of the. 
Memphis road; which was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. WHITE presented a communication from 
the Secretary of War, relative to additional 
clerks; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. W. also presented another communication 
from the Secretary of War, relative to the dis- 
bursing agents of that Department for the bureau 
of Indian Affairs; whisk was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. W. also presented a communication from 
|| the Secretary of War, inclosing a communica. 
|| tion from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
| asking for an appropriation to prevent the spread 
|| of the smallpox among the Choctaws, Chicka- 
| saws, Cherokees, Creeks, and Seminoles, and 
|| the tribes of the Upper Missouri; which was 
|| referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


, PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of 
Stephen F. Heminway, asking for arrears of 
| pension; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Pensions. 
|| Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
|| Samuel R. Slaymaker, praying compensation for 
| anrin the mail in 1835-36; which was referred 

e Committee on the Post Office and Post 


! 


| 


' 


i} 
i 
} 
j 


| 


\| to t 
| Roads. 
i Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of John 


| Grigsby; which was referred to the Committee 
‘| on ensions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which the subject had been re- 
| ferred, reported a bill granting to the State of In- 
| diana a quantity of land to aid in the construction 
| of a railroad from New Albany, in the State of 
‘| Indiana, io Mount Carmel, in the State of Illinois; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading, 
|| and five hundred extra copies of the report ac- 
|| companying the bill ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, to which had been referred the petition and 
|| papers of Chauncey Hall, moved that the com- 

mittee be discharged from the further considera- 

tion thereof; which was d to. 

. Mr, DAVIS, from the same committee, to 
which the subject had been referred, reported 4 


bill for extending the nt of Thomas x 
| ao ool tole and ordered to be 





ard; which was 
engrossed for‘a third reading. 
PAMELA BROWN. 


The bill from the House of Representatives, for 
the relief of Pamela Brown, was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice given, 











ee ae - 


—— -_ - - - 








unue 
Coiur 
they, 
the © 
notes 
a den 
Use © 
M 
tion; 
Res} 
instre 
huad 
the 5 
of a 
havi 


Tl 
gell, 
ceasq 

Tl 
kang 
quer 
8 thi 








ft 


